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Welcome to ‘Old Salts’ ex RNZN Newsletter #5

From the helm
If you are a recent subscriber and this is the first
newsletter you have received, then a very special
welcome to this informal group of ‘Old Salts ex Royal New Zealand Navy’.

Our Navy’s Operation Neptune celebrations are proceeding with the Military
precision we would expect of our Navy. But, like all finely tuned events, a few
diplomatic hiccups along the way have tossed the odd spanner in the works as
the Command team nail down the final planning of events.
 
The biggest single event of the birthday celebrations is the International Fleet
Review in Auckland on Saturday 19 November (preceded by the entry of the
fleet into the Waitemata Harbour on 17 November).
A ‘1000-sailor’ march down Queen Street is planned for Friday 18 November.
Then on the next day the formal International Naval Review will be held. The
Governor-General, Her Excellency the Right Honourable Dame Patsy Reddy,
will review the assembled ships, following centuries-old naval tradition.
 
In recognition of the many surviving ‘Old Salts’ who have served in the RNZN,
the Navy has afforded us Number three position – behind the review ship
HMNZS Otago – in what will be a small flotilla of mixed vessels, including a
number of vessels now in retirement who have served with the RNZN. For
example, Paea, Meola and the medical launch Nautilus.
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We have been advised that 23 countries will be participating, with some 34
ships and submarines attending.
 
So clearly both the arrival and fleet entry of both international vessels and our
own warships returning from the fleet exercises held off the north east coast will
be a massive logistical and navigation challenge for the operations team. To
facilitate this, the various warships will be arriving in a number of waves from
daybreak with our local Iwi Ngati Whatua welcoming the ships in the traditional
manner aboard the Waka Taua off North Head.
 
We understand the foreign visiting ships will participate in the traditional gun
salute, depending on their status and seniority, as they pass the saluting
platform by the Lone Sailor at the Devonport Naval Base.
 
For the fleet arrival it is our intention to board the William C Daldy at 0930,
sailing on time at 1000 to head out towards Rangitoto to meet the cream of the
fleet arriving and to view those already berthed. Because of the security risks
associated with potential protesters, the timing of vessel arrivals has been
now classified and removed from the POAL Pilot schedules.
 
The arriving fleet (as well as our own ships) will be berthed either at the DNB or
on the City wharves where you will be able to wander along and have a close
up look at your leisure. The ships at some stage will be open to the public. We
will confirm what ships, and where in our next newsletter despatch as
information comes to hand.
 
Subject to efficient Naval operations, we anticipate returning to our berth and
securing by 1500. Morning tea and a BBQ lunch will be supplied onboard and a
wide range of refreshments will be available.
 
At the time of writing we still have a few vacancies for the Fleet arrival sailing –
so please feel free to invite a mate or your girlfriend.
 
For those staying over in Auckland, on Friday we will witness a 1,000 sailor
strong march down Queens Street at 1130 starting from Aotea Square. We
believe this will be led by an armed guard and the band of the RNZN.
 
At this stage the ex-WRENS and Naval Women’s cocktail party on Friday night
18 November is undersubscribed – so why not spend the day in town and join



us with your partner for cocktails? We board at 1630 from our berth at Hobson
wharf.
 
We would also encourage you to take time to visit the Naval Museum at
Torpedo Bay and the National Maritime Museum on Hobson wharf. While
lingering in Viaduct Harbour there are many top cafes and restaurants to visit
as well. 

The International Fleet Review 19 November
This day has been in the planning for some time and
publicised in our newsletters, likewise it has been
decreed that for the Review, in respect of the occasion
the rig for the Old Salts would be ANZAC Day rig with
medals. Official polo shirts are acceptable with collar
and jackets. 
 
Boarding will be from 1000 with gangway in by 1045.
The ship will sail at 1100. Lunch will be served around
1200 and we have to be in the marshal area at 1230.
Otago will depart at 1300 with Her Excellency Governor
General Dame Patsy Reedy aboard.
The review procession around the assembled fleet is
expected to take 90 minutes.

Given that we will be aboard the oldest and longest serving registered
merchant ship in the port, the William C Daldy will be carrying the respects and
privileges on behalf of the merchant marine. The William C Daldy has been in
continuous work survey since 1935 and remains so today. It is registered on the
World Heritage Steam Ship Register of London as a vessel of significant
heritage and standing and is today the largest and only surviving example of a
hand fired coal burning steam tug of her type. 
 
Therefore, in accordance with the occasion of the Review day only, on behalf of
the Merchant Marine the William C Daldy will be flying a dress ship New
Zealand red ensign from the main mast. As we pass each ship, the dress ship
ensign will be dipped two breadths or 2m. On noting the response from the ship
being recognised as they raise their ensign we would raise ours. During this
time the ‘Old Salts’ are encouraged to be lining the rails and may give a cheer.
 
At the end of the Review we have requested the opportunity to pass the review



At the end of the Review we have requested the opportunity to pass the review
ship HMNZS Otago so as be given an opportunity to pay our respects to the
ship and for the ‘Old Salts’ to acknowledge Her Excellency in the traditional
manner with three cheers. After which the William C Daldy will disengage from
the official event and return to her berth. Once secured alongside the crew of
the William C Daldy will join us and ‘Up Spirts’ will be piped.
 
On Sunday 20 November – Divine service 
2pm, Holy Trinity Cathedral, Auckland
Also the public sailings remain open to all veterans, friends and family. See
booking form. 
 
Cancellation of the Fleet Departure sailing (was 22 November)
There’s now some uncertainty around the timing of the Fleet’s departure, with
indications that some of the visiting ships may be departing Auckland at
individual times — some even as soon as straight after the Fleet Review.
Therefore it is with regret that we announce the 22 November sailing for Fleet
Departure on board the William C Daldy has been cancelled.
We will refund those that have paid, but can also offer those people a place at
the Cocktail Party on 18 November or the Fleet entry on 17 November –  or one
of the 1.5 hr harbor cruises.  
Please contact Jill Thompson regarding payment refunds or change of events. 
jillt.nz49@gmail.com or 09 836 5191
 
To whet the appetite, here’s a partial list of the visiting ships to be part of the
Fleet arrival – in addition to the entire fleet of the RNZN consisting of 11 ships.
HMAS Darwin
HMAS Dechaineux (submarine)
HMCS Vancouver
Tall ship Esmeralda
RPC Yan Cheng
ISN Sumitra
KRI Banda Aceh
USS Sampson
JS Takanami
SPB Nafanua
RSS Resolution
ROKS Chungbuk
VOEA Pangai
PV Te Kukupa
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PV Te Kukupa
And others yet to be confirmed due to individual countries’ operational
requirements. Also in support will be a number of maritime aircraft.

Folks, this event is shaping up to be one fantastic not-to-be-missed wingding,
where ‘Old Salts’ will be able to meet and greet old friends. There are still a
few places available – so ring your mates! 

Dress
Rig for each sailing day, smart casual for all sailings, ladies trousers and flat
shoes. (For Fleet Review day: trousers, jacket, open-necked shirt or tie, with
medals (loosely referred to as ANZAC Day rig – with medals and badges). No
T-shirts. The commemorative Polo shirts (see below) are fine.  Ladies dress
trousers and flat shoes.
Bring a water-proof jacket for wet weather, cap or hat, sunblock. Bottle of
water (refreshments can be purchased onboard).

Where to park?
Parking buildings are nearby. We suggest you come from Devonport by ferry, or
by train or bus as it is only a 5 minute easy walk from the terminals..
Due to maintenance being carried out on Hobson wharf, the departure point for
some sailings may change. We will advise as soon as possible. 

Timetable
17 November - Formation Entry (5am - 2pm, Auckland Harbour)
18 November - The "1,000 Sailor" street march (11:30am - 12:15pm, Queen
Street, Auckland)
18 November - Ex Wrens and Naval Women Cocktail Party. 1700 - 2030 
19 November - International Fleet Review (12:30pm - 2:30pm, Auckland
Harbour)
20 November - Ships open to visitors (10am - 4pm, Auckland waterfront)
20 November - Divine service (2pm, Holy Trinity Cathedral, Auckland)
18–20 November - Naval Interactive Exhibition open to the public  daily (10am
– 4pm, The Cloud, Queens Wharf, 89 Quay Street, Auckland)

If you have paid for your tickets but not received them yet, please let Jill know,
urgently: jillt.nz49@gmail.com or 09 836 5191. 



BOOKINGS STILL OPEN – First in, first served.
It's not too late to book your place on the Old Salts sailings during
the Navy's 75th celebrations. 
Download a booking form here print it out, and complete.
BOOKING FORMS MUST BE SUBMITTED – by post, fax or email
– with payment details.

Special Commemorative Polo
shirts available
Order yours now!
DEADLINE: Monday 7th November
if you want to wear it on the day.
Download order form here
Dark Navy Blue (of course) with
white trim and Old Salts 75th logo on
chest and William C Daldy logo on
right sleeve.

Unisex sizes: M, L, XL to XXL  

$40 each – pick-up on the day of
your sailing if you order by 7
November.

MUST BE PRE-ORDERED.
PAYMENT WITH ORDER.
Download order form here

The fleet will be arriving after exercising on our north east coast on Thursday
17 November. To be able to witness a grand entry of  warships is something we
have not seen since the 50th celebrations in 1991.

http://skipper.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=546dce39a01c2d5982339f370&id=9dd7c46723&e=26ae81a1b7
http://skipper.us12.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=546dce39a01c2d5982339f370&id=3e4d21f74f&e=26ae81a1b7
http://skipper.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=546dce39a01c2d5982339f370&id=714a50af84&e=26ae81a1b7


have not seen since the 50th celebrations in 1991.

For the ‘Old Salts’ registrations are now open for the various sailings aboard
the Heritage steam tug William C Daldy – the official ‘Old Salts’ Operation
Neptune function and cruising vessel. Since our last newsletter, bookings for
the week's celebrations aboard the dedicated ‘Old Salts’ vessel have been
steady with a lot of interest.

ALL BOOKINGS:  DOWNLOAD THE BOOKING FORM HERE
Print the booking form out, complete it, and send it in with payment details.
If you wish to fill it out on screen: open the PDF in a PDF editor, fill it out and
save it – then print it out, post or email it to vivienne@skipper.co.nz
Any queries, contact Jill:
09 836 5191 or  021 274 4426 email jillt.nz49@gmail.com

THE PROGRAMME
The events and various activities are open to all veterans ex Naval men and
women who have served in the RNZN/RNZNVR/WRNZNS. Others who have
served in the RN, RAN, RCN the US Navy or served on RFAs or ships of the
Mercantile Marine during hostilities may apply. (All departure times are subject
to change.)

Thursday 17 November – International Fleet arrives.
The William C. Daldy will be at sea to welcome the visiting ships Approximately
4.5 hours at sea, morning tea and lunch. 'Old Salts' and partners. 
Boarding time at Hobson Wharf West: 0930, sailing 1000 
$75 per head including lunch. Cash bar. Partners welcome.

Friday 18 November 
Ex Wrens and Naval Women Cocktail Party. Boarding 1700 – 2030 
Complimentary orange juice or sparkling wine served on arrival. A selection of
wines has been kindly sponsored by the Northland ex-Navy Luncheons. Finger
food. Partners welcome. $55 per head.
For this event we have received a number of requests from the ‘Old Salts’ if
they can join in and take their wives or partners. On review, and given that the
Ex Wrens and ex Naval Women’s Associations have had the early heads-up to
notify all of their members, the committee has decided to open up the cocktail
cruise to all Old Salts and partners. Please contact Jill or Vivienne.

Saturday 19 November – the International Fleet Review
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Saturday 19 November – the International Fleet Review
Boarding time 1030. Approximately 4 hours, lunch provided $85 per head.
Preference will be given to ex Naval men and women who have served in the
RNZN/RNZNVR/WRNZNS. 

Sunday 20 November – 3 x 2 hour cruises around the ships 
This event is open to families and friends. Departing at 0930 – 1200 – 1400
For a harbour cruise around the ships and under the harbour bridge. 
Costs: Adult $20, children $10 or Family $50 (2 adults and 2 children). 

Join the mailing list
If you've received this newsletter from a friend, follow this link HERE
to join the Old Salts ex-RNZN 75th mailing list. Or send an email
to keith@skipper.co.nz.

Please forward this newsletter to anyone you think would  be
interested.

Sponsorship
Yes, we are seeking all sponsorship opportunities of a suitable nature
to ensure that we can make this event a memorable occasion for
all. Please contact Keith Ingram, keith@skipper.co.nz or 0274 584747

Spread the word
Old sailors are notorious for
scuttlebutt. NOW is the time to get
the word out far and wide — tell your
friends, mates and others who
served and may want to join us.
 

Stand by for further pipes! 
Keith Ingram on behalf of The Old Salts ex RNZN 75th team.

Sponsored by Professional Skipper magazine www.skipper.co.nz
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