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Greetings to all Ex Servicemen and Women. “Do you hear there”!  

Brass Monkey—In the hay days of sailing ships, all warships and many freighters carried iron cannons. Those cannons fired round iron cannon balls. 

It was necessary to keep a good supply near the cannon. But how to prevent them from rolling about the deck? The best storage method devised was a 

square based pyramid with one ball on top, resting on four  resting on nine which rested on sixteen. Thus, a supply of thirty cannon balls could be 

stacked in a small area right next to the cannon. There was only one problem—how to prevent the bottom layer from sliding/rolling from under the 

others. The solution was a metal plate called a ‘Monkey’ with sixteen round indentations. But if this plate was made of iron, the iron balls would 

quickly rust to it. The solution to the rusting problem was to make ‘Brass Monkeys’  Few landlubbers realise that brass contracts much more and 

much faster than iron when chilled. Consequently, when the temperature dropped too far, the brass indentations would shrink so much that the iron 

cannon balls would come right  off the monkey. Thus, it was quite literally, “Cold enough to freeze the balls off a brass monkey!” 

 

Following on from  the 75th 
anniversary events featured in our 
February update (Naval Base 
Veteran’s Day, Formation Entry, 
and Government House Garden 
Party) Operation NEPTUNE has 
hosted more events and is 
ramping up preparations for the 
Women at Sea celebrations in 
June and the International Naval 
Review in November. 

HMS PURIRI commemoration – 
ceremonies at shore and at sea 
were held to commemorate the 
75th anniversary of HMS PURIRI’s 
loss on 14 May 1941 – the only 
warship sunk by enemy action in 
New Zealand waters.  The 
ceremony ashore began with a 
dawn service led by local iwi and 

supported by the RNZN Māori 
Cultural Group, the Littoral 
Warfare Unit, CDRE J.F. 
Campbell MNZM, RNZN and 
CAPT A.G.A Watts ONZM, 
RNZN.  Following this was a 
general service where the Littoral 
Warfare Unit , the Waipu RSA 
that worked in conjunction with 
the RNZN—Provided the speaker 
for the history of the event and 
the RSA Ode and a piper for the 
lament. Representatives of the 
New Zealand Merchant Service 
also took an active part. 
Distinguished guests included the 
Mayor of Whangarei, local iwi, 
former naval men and women, 
and family of the PURIRI 

casualties.  Simultaneously, the 
ceremony at sea was held on 
board HMNZS ROTOITI, where 
her commanding officer, LT A. 
Flaws RNZN, laid a wreath above 
the PURIRI wreck, eight nautical 
miles northeast of Bream Head, 
Whangarei.  

 

 

 

 

 

The commemorat ion was 
particularly meaningful to the 
relatives of the PURIRI casualties, 
including the family of LT 
Blacklaws RNR(NZ), the 
Commanding Officer of the ill-
fated minesweeper who together 
with four others perished when 
their ship struck a German mine. 
Mrs Sonya Sage (LT Blacklaws’ 
daughter) and her husband Ian 
said that they were “deeply 
grateful that the personal 
involvement of people involved in 
setting up the memorial was 
rec ogni s ed ,”  adding  t ha t 
“everyone we spoke to was 
appreciative of the service”.  
Another relative commented that 
“everything was just superb, even 
down to the magnificent weather” 
and that it was “a very special day 

for us that will live long in our 
memories”. 

Preparations are well underway 
for t he  Women a t  Sea 
celebrations this June. The events 
will be launched with a sea-riding 
day in HMNZS WELLINGTON 
on 18 June, for former women 
officers and ratings and potential 
female recruits, followed by a 
conference at the Spencer on 
Byron Hotel on 23-24 June and a 
reception on 23 June at the 
Auckland War Memorial Museum 
for those involved in the 
conference.  We are proud to 
acknowledge the previous service 
of our former naval women as 
well as the great work of our 
current sailors. 

The International Naval Review in 
November is shaping up to be a 
once-in-a-lifetime, spectacular 
event, with a number of foreign 
and Commonwealth navies 
advising their participation and 
more possibly to confirm.  A 
street march, a fleet review by 
Her Excellency the Governor 
General, an all-ranks function and 
a ‘Champion of the Navy’-style 
sports tournament are but a few 
of the activities that are planned 
for the celebration.  There is 
certainly plenty of work to do 
leading up to the INR but it will 
be worth it. 

 

 
Erratum 
 
The Operation NEPTUNE team 
has made a real effort to connect 
our people with our history.  In 
doing so, we have made some 
mistakes  which must  be 
acknowledged.  On page 48 of the 
commemorative publication 
“ C ou r ag e ,  C om m i tm e nt , 
Comradeship: 75 Years of the 
Royal New Zealand Navy”, there 
is a photograph captioned HMS 
NEW ZEALAND, which is 
actually the WW1 battleship HMS 
NEPTUNE.  In the order of 
serv ic e  f o r the  PUR IRI 
commemorations there is a 
photograph of a vessel captioned 
MV PURIRI, which is in fact the 
vessel built after the war to 
replace the original.  We sincerely 
apologise for these mistakes and 
deeply regret any offence that 
may have been caused. 
  

Stand by for further pipes! 

OUR AIMS: 

 Reinforce our reputation 
with the people of NZ 

 Enhance our relationships 
with potential UN coalition 
partner navies 

 Enhance the retention of 
our own people 

 Support recruiting   
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Dear readers,  

If you have family attending secondary school please pass on information below about our 75th Anniversary Secondary 
Schools Competition. Those requiring more information e.g. the template can email: RNZN75@nzdf.mil.nz     



RNZN75@nzdf.mil.nz 
 
Veterans/Ex Servicemen & women point 
of contact: 
WOMAA Trevor Smith 
Operation Neptune 
Pvt Bag 32901 
North Shore Mail Centre 
Auckland 0744 
Ph: (09) 4455 302 
Email: trevor.smith2@nzdf.mil.nz 

 
Op Neptune Staff 
 
Director: CAPT Andrew Watts 
Deputy: LTCDR Michelle Hunt 
Staff Officers 
Logistics/Plans: LTCDR Dani Guy 
Deputy Logistics/Plans: LT Charlotte Burson 
Logistics & Operations: LTCDR Stacy Craigie 
Operations: LTCDR Greg Camburn 
Deputy Operations: LT Troy Gorden 
Hospitality: LTCDR Lissa Jackson 
Creative Director: LTCDR Mark Hadlow 
Administration: SLT John Hilario 
Co-ordination: WOMAA Trevor Smith 
Administrator: ACH Lissa Whittingham  

 

CONTACT US 

 www.nznavy75.co.nz 

      #Kiwinavy75th  
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Siemens Navy Players Tour:  
 

Theatrical performances 
 to the regions 

 
1. The complete History of the 

Royal New Zealand Navy 
(Abridged) 

 

This is a fast paced naval romp 
through the decades. 

From the arrival of Captain 
Cook in 1769 through to pro-
tecting trades routes against 
piracy around the Horn of Afri-
ca in 2015, The Complete History 
of the Royal New Zealand Navy 
(Abridged) navigates it way 
around the world’s oceans 
through song, satire and silli-
ness.  

Don’t expect a history lesson 
but don’t be surprised if you 
learn something. 

 

Coming to a THEATRE near 

you on tour Aug thru Nov 

throughout New Zealand 

The Navy as you never knew it but fun for 

the whole family 

2. Commander Claire & the      
Pirates of Provence 

 

Ooh la la!  Something sinister is 
afoot. New Zealand is under 
attack from the infamous 
French Pirate Captain Langlois 
and his fiendish Gallic rooster 
Napoleon. From the Hauraki 
Gulf to Foveaux Strait, no-
where is safe from his piratical 
plundering. When all else fails 
New Zealand turns to the Royal 
New Zealand Navy and the cou-
rageous Commander Claire to 
lead the resistance against the 
feisty French marauder. What 
she uncovers could change the 
course of New Zealand history 
forever! 

Commander Claire & the Pirates of 
Provence is written by Gregory 
Cooper and directed by Mark 
Hadlow.  

In keeping with the naval histo-
ry theme of their evening show 
The Complete History of the 
RNZN, they have produced this 
wildly imaginative children’s 
pantomime. 

This fast-paced, funny show has 
lots of audience participation, 
puppetry, songs and over-the-
shoulder cardboard ships. Com-
mander Claire & the Pirates of Pro-
vence is perfect kids entertain-
ment fare that will not just ap-
peal to children from age 5 up-
wards but will also have grown 
ups chuckling.   

F u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  a t 
www.nznavy75.co.nz 

 



The Westpac Presents 30 Years Women at Sea Events will be held over the month of June; this offers us a number of 
opportunities to acknowledge the commitment of the females who have served in the Navy previously, as well as 
highlighting the great work of our current sailors. There are two opportunities for our ex RNZN women to participate 
in the Women at Sea events. We encourage you to register for these events if you haven’t already done so. 

1. Sea riding in HMNZS Wellington Saturday 18 June – The day’s programme will consist of viewing the Women 
at Sea exhibition at the Navy Museum, lunch at the Vince McGlone Galley and then sea riding onboard HMNZS 
Wellington. This is an opportunity for those women who were not permitted to serve at sea to enjoy that experience, 
and to see our women working alongside their male counterparts at sea. There are 45 spaces available. Please be aware 
that ladies who register for this must be fit and healthy and able to climb a ship’s ladder. 

2. Reception at the Auckland War Memorial Museum Thursday 23 June 6.30pm – 8.30pm. A reception for 
400 will be held at the Auckland War Memorial Museum which will include Senior Officers, sponsors and VIP guests 
from government, business and sporting arenas, ex-serving personnel and sailors currently serving in the RNZN. 
There have been 50 invitations set aside for ex-serving women to attend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to attend either of these events please register via the “Contact Us” Page on the Op Neptune Internet 
Site (nznavy75.co.nz) or email RNZN75@nzdf.mil.nz.  You will need to supply us with the following information: 

Service Details – Service number, rank , time served and full name (and name under which you served if 
different) 
Current address and phone number 
Email address if applicable 
Which of the two events you wish to attend; if both then please put in priority order 

 
All registrations received will be responded to by the next working day.  If you do not receive a response please 
contact us by phone (09) 4455999 and ask for the Op Neptune Team.   

Should you require further information once you have registered please email RNZN75@nzdf.mil.nz in the first 
instance.  

 
Close off date for registration for Sea Riding will be Wed 15 Jun 2016. 

Close off date for registration for the Reception will be Mon 20 Jun 2016 

Westpac presents 30 Years: Women at Sea - June 2016 
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You will need to be comfortable with 
climbing ladders  

Women at sea Keeping watch on the Bridge 

Former HMNZS Monowai—A06  

mailto:RNZN75@nzdf.mil.nz
mailto:RNZN75@NZDF.MIL.NZ
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