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recovery efforts. Two ships 
and seven aircraft, including 
two medium utility NH90 
helicopters, were also 
deployed in one of the 
NZDF’s largest peacetime 
deployments to the Pacific.  

 

Canterbury returns 
from FIJI.  

Around 300 New Zealand 
Defence Force (NZDF) 
personnel returned to New 
Zealand  last month from a 
seven-week humanitarian 
aid operation in Fiji. 
Around 150 combat 
engineers, tradespeople, 
plant operators, specialists 
in environmental health and 
logistics, and medical 
personnel from the New 
Zealand Army and a 55-
member detachment from 
the Royal New Zealand Air 
Force ’s  3  Sq uadron 
supported the disaster 

NOTICES: 

  

-  If anyone has a change of contact 
details to receive Op Neptune updates/
information please contact WO Trevor 
Smith. 

- Anybody wishing to receive a 75th 

Anniversary Commemorative book please 
contact WO Trevor Smith with postal 
address details.  

Greetings to all Ex Servicemen and Women. “Do you hear there”!  

Port & Starboard—In the early days of boating, before ships had rudders on their centrelines, boats were controlled using a steering oar. Most 
sailors were right handed, so the steering oar was placed over or through the right side of the stern. Sailors began calling the right side the steering 
side, which soon became "starboard" by combining two Old English words: stéor (meaning "steer") and bord (meaning "the side of a boat").  

As the size of boats grew, so did the steering oar, making it much easier to tie a boat up to a dock on the side opposite the oar. This side became 
known as larboard, or "the loading side." Over time, larboard—too easily confused with starboard—was replaced with port. After all, this was the 
side that faced the port, allowing supplies to be ported aboard by porters. 

OUR AIMS: 

 Reinforce our reputation 
with the people of NZ 

 Enhance our relationships 
with potential UN coalition 
partner navies 

 Enhance the retention of 
our own people 

 Support recruiting   

14 May- HMS      Puriri                   
Commemoration  

To mark the 75th anniversary 
of the loss of HMS Puriri (a 
minesweeper sunk by an ene-
my mine off Whangarei 
Heads) there will be a wreath 
laying ceremony at sea 
onboard HMNZS Manawanui-
and a ceremony ashore at the 
memorial plinth at Whangarei 
Heads on Saturday 14 May at 
11 am.  HMS Puriri is the only 
warship known to have been 
sunk by enemy action  in NZ 
waters.  

Anzac Day 2016 com-
memorations from 
around the country.  

Dawn Services were held 
at Auckland’s War Me-
morial Museum, Welling-
ton’s Pukeahu War Me-
morial and Christchurch’s 
Latimer Square, and 
many other towns and 
cities across NZ. Many 
RNZN vessels made port 
visits around the country 
in support of Anzac Day 
2016. 

LOOKING FORWARD overseas. The documentary 
screened on TV1 at 10 am 
on Anzac Day. 

You can now see link to 
TVNZ on demand or keep 
an eye on Facebook. 

LOOKING BACK 

TV Documentary— 
Our Navy sailing into        
History 

A special pre-screening for 
invited guests was held at 
the Naval Base, the docu-
mentary featured HMNZ 
Ships Te Kaha & Welling-
ton and their deployments 
during 2015. The docu-
mentary was very much 
well received by all who 
were overwhelmed by the 
way it portrayed us as a 
Navy and what we do for 
business in the interests of 
NZ when deployed on ships 

CDR Simon Griffiths, former CO of 
HMNZS Te Kaha; Damian Christie 
editor, director, & producer of the 
documentary; LTCDR Graham 
McLean, former CO of HMNZS   
Wellington. 



RNZN75@nzdf.mil.nz 
 
Veterans/Ex Servicemen & women point 
of contact: 
WOMAA Trevor Smith 
Operation Neptune 
Pvt Bag 32901 
North Shore Mail Centre 
Auckland 0744 
Ph: (09) 4455 302 
Email: trevor.smith2@nzdf.mil.nz 

 
Op Neptune Staff 
 
Director: CAPT Andrew Watts 
Deputy: LTCDR Michelle Hunt 
Staff Officers 
Logistics/Plans: LTCDR Dani Guy 
Deputy Logistics/Plans: LT Charlotte Burson 
Logistics & Operations: LTCDR Stacy Craigie 
Operations: LTCDR Vicki Stevens 
Deputy Operations: LT Troy Gorden 
Creative Director: LTCDR Mark Hadlow 
Administration: SLT John Hilario 
Co-ordination: WOMAA Trevor Smith 
Administrator: ACH Lissa Whittingham  

 

CONTACT US 

 www.nznavy75.co.nz 

      #Kiwinavy75th  
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Siemens Navy Players Tour:  
 

Theatrical performances 
 to the regions 

 
1. The complete History of the 

Royal New Zealand Navy 
(Abridged) 

 

This is a fast paced naval romp 
through the decades. 

From the arrival of Captain 
Cook in 1769 through to pro-
tecting trades routes against 
piracy around the Horn of Afri-
ca in 2015, The Complete History 
of the Royal New Zealand Navy 
(Abridged) navigates it way 
around the world’s oceans 
through song, satire and silli-
ness.  

Don’t expect a history lesson 
but don’t be surprised if you 
learn something. 

 

Coming to a THEATRE near 

you on tour Aug thru Nov 

throughout New Zealand 

The Navy as you never knew it but fun for 

the whole family 

2. Commander Claire & the      
Pirates of Provence 

 

Ooh la la!  Something sinister is 
afoot. New Zealand is under 
attack from the infamous 
French Pirate Captain Langlois 
and his fiendish Gallic rooster 
Napoleon. From the Hauraki 
Gulf to Foveaux Strait, no-
where is safe from his piratical 
plundering. When all else fails 
New Zealand turns to the Royal 
New Zealand Navy and the cou-
rageous Commander Claire to 
lead the resistance against the 
feisty French marauder. What 
she uncovers could change the 
course of New Zealand history 
forever! 

Commander Claire & the Pirates of 
Provence is written by Gregory 
Cooper and directed by Mark 
Hadlow.  

In keeping with the naval histo-
ry theme of their evening show 
The Complete History of the 
RNZN, they have produced this 
wildly imaginative children’s 
pantomime. 

This fast-paced, funny show has 
lots of audience participation, 
puppetry, songs and over-the-
shoulder cardboard ships. Com-
mander Claire & the Pirates of Pro-
vence is perfect kids entertain-
ment fare that will not just ap-
peal to children from age 5 up-
wards but will also have grown 
ups chuckling.   

F u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  a t 
www.nznavy75.co.nz 

 



 The Westpac Presents 30 Years Women at Sea Events will be held over the month of June; this offers us a number of 
opportunities to acknowledge the commitment of the females who have served in the Navy previously, as well as 
highlighting the great work of our current sailors. There are two opportunities for our ex RNZN women to participate 
in the Women at Sea events. We encourage you to register for these events if you haven’t already done so. 

1. Sea riding on HMNZS Wellington Saturday 18 June – The day’s programme will consist of viewing of 
the Women at Sea exhibition at the Navy Museum, lunch at the Vince McGlone Galley and then sea riding on HMNZS 
Wellington.  This is an opportunity for those women who were not permitted to serve at sea to enjoy that experience, 
and to see the today’s Navy and our women working alongside their male counterparts at sea. There are 45 spaces 
available.  Please be aware our ladies who register for this must be fit and healthy and able to climb a ladder. 

2. Reception at the Auckland War Memorial Museum Thursday 23 June 6.30pm – 8.30pm. A 
reception for 400 will be held at the Auckland War Memorial Museum which will include guests from the NZDF 
leadership, sponsors and VIP guests from government, business and sporting arenas, ex-serving personnel and sailors 
currently serving in the RNZN. There have been 50 invitations set aside for our ex-serving women to attend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to attend either of these events please register via the “Contact Us” Page on the Op Neptune Internet 
Site (nznavy75.co.nz) or email RNZN75@nzdf.mil.nz.  You will need to supply us with the following information: 

        Service Details – Service number, rank , time served and full name (maiden name if applicable) 
        Current address and phone number 
        Email address if applicable 
        Which of the two events you wish to attend; if both then please put in priority order 

All registrations received will be responded to by the next working day.  If you do not receive a response please 
contact us by phone (09) 4455999 and ask for the Op Neptune Team.   

Should you require further information once you have registered please email RNZN75@nzdf.mil.nz in the first 
instance.  

There are still a number of spaces available for both events. For those who are yet to register please contact us as soon 
as possible so we can start putting together the finer details.  
 

Close off date for registration will be Mon 30 May 2016. 

Westpac presents 30 Years: Women at Sea - June 2016 
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You will need to be comfortable with 
climbing ladders  

Women at sea Keeping watch on the Bridge 

Former HMNZS Monowai—A06  

mailto:RNZN75@nzdf.mil.nz
mailto:RNZN75@NZDF.MIL.NZ
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