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Cyclone relief effort 
UPDATE! - FIJI ex-
tends state of natural 
disaster by 30 days 

Fiji's state of natural 
disaster has been ex-
tended for another 30 
days through until April 
19th, to allow relief and 
rehabilitation work to     
continue where basic 
services and facilities 
remain limited. In a 
statement the govern-
ment says the declara-
tion applies only to the 
Red Zone - those areas 
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ANZAC Day ship visits: 

 TEK & END 22-26 Apr Napier 
Charter Parade 23 Apr  

 WGN 22-26 Apr Wellington    
Ship open to visitors 10 am, 23 Apr  

 OTA 21-26 Apr Dunedin       
Charter Parade 11 am, 23 Apr,       
Ship open to visitors 9 am, 24 Apr  

 ROT 22-26 Apr Whangarei      
Ship open to visitors 10 am, 23 Apr          

 HAW 22-26 Apr Tauranga      
Ship open to visitors 10 am, 23 Apr    

 MAN 22-26 Apr Whitianga      
Ship open to visitors 10 am, 24 Apr  

NOTICES: 

 -  Reading glasses (2 pair) found at 
the Veterans Day on 22 Jan. All 
enquiries to WO Trevor Smith. 

-  If anyone has a change of contact 
details to receive Op Neptune up-
dates/information please contact WO 
Trevor Smith. 

-  Anybody wishing to receive a 75th 

Anniversary Commemorative book 
please contact WO Trevor Smith with 
postal address details.  

 

 

  

  

  

  

Greetings to all Ex Servicemen and Women. “Do you hear there”!  

To jog your memories and rattle your brains a bit, the intention is to provide you with some “Jack Speak”  jargon and see if you remember; 
 
Square Meal—a substantial meal this expression comes from the time when sailors ate their food off square wooden plates with a raised edge called 

a fiddle. This design was to stop food falling off the plate and to set a limit on the amount of food taken. If a seaman overfilled the plate he was said to 

be ‘on the fiddle’ and he could be punished” 

OUR AIMS: 

 Reinforce our reputation 
with the people of NZ 

 Enhance our relationships 
with potential UN coalition 
partner navies 

 Enhance the retention of 
our own people 

 Support recruiting   

severely affected by Tropi-
cal Cyclone Winston. All 
this rebuilding is helping 
bring back smiles and hope 
to people in affected areas. 
The pace of work is quite 
fast. Those schools that 
were repaired by the 
NZDF are among the first 
to reopen.  The Multi-role 
vessel HMNZS Canterbury 
is anchored off Lomaloma 
on Vanuabalavu Island and 
is serving as the maritime 
base for the NZDF’s hu-
manitarian aid operation in 
the northern outlying is-
lands. Meanwhile, offshore 
patrol vessel HMNZS     

WELLINGTON is heading 
back to New Zealand today 
after operating for almost 
three weeks in the northern 
Lau archipelago. 

Research doubles 
number of Kiwi Sol-
diers who fought at 
Gallipoli  

 Research undertaken by 
the Ministry for Culture 
and Heritage (MCH) 
and the New Zealand 
Defence Force (NZDF) 
has shown that the total 
number of New Zealand 
soldiers who served at 
Gallipoli in 1915 is cer-
tain to have been more 
than 16,000.  

This new total number 
almost doubles the origi-
nal number of 8,556 
soldiers implied by Gen-
eral Sir Ian Hamilton in 
1919 in his preface to 
the New Zealand official 

war history of the Gallipoli 
Campaign. 

MCH Chief Historian Neill 
Atkinson said the research, 
which began in November 
last year, is the most com-
prehensive investigation 
ever undertaken into the 
total numbers of New Zea-
land soldiers who served at 
Gallipoli.  

“Thanks to Archives New 
Zealand’s digitisation of 
First World War service 
records in 2014, the re-
searchers were able to 
analyse thousands of indi-
vidual military service files 
but soon discovered there 
were limitations to these 
types of records. 

“First World War military 
service files recorded a sol-
dier’s military career, move-
ments between units, and 
illnesses, but were less con-
cerned with placing them in a 
particular campaign or theatre 
of war. Sometimes that 
‘Gallipoli box’ simply wasn’t 
checked,” said Mr Atkinson. 

Further analysis of unit move-
ments and official war diaries 
gave a much better under-
standing of Gallipoli service, 
but NZDF Historian John 
Crawford was certain there 
must have been other records 
maintained of unit strength, 
departure of casualties and 
arrival of reinforcements…..  
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An LCM from HMNZS Canterbury 
operates in the islands of the Northern 
Lau Group 

Affected families  in Nasau, Koro Island 



Heads) there will be a 
wreath laying ceremony at 
sea and a ceremony ashore at 
the memorial plinth on Sat-
urday 14 May at 11 am.  
HMS Puriri is the only war-
ship known to have been 
sunk by enemy action in NZ 
waters.  

Fleet Divisions 31 Mar 
2016  

The Navy held our annual 
Fleet Divisions on 31 Mar, 
r e v i e w e d  b y  H i s 
Excellency the Governor 
General of NZ LTGEN the 
Right Honourable Sir Jerry 
Mateparae. The parade 
included naval personnel 
from across the fleet. Rear 
Admiral John Martin 

 

14 May- HMS Puriri                   
Commemoration  

To mark the 75th anni-
versary of the loss of 
HMS Puriri (a mine-
sweeper sunk by an ene-
my mine off Whangarei 

RNZN75@nzdf.mil.nz 
 
Veterans contact: 
WOMAA Trevor Smith 
Pvt Bag 32901 
North Shore Mail Centre 
Auckland 0744 
Ph: (09) 4455 302 
Email: trevor.smith2@nzdf.mil.nz 

 
Op Neptune Staff 
 
Director: CAPT Andrew Watts 
Deputy: LT Michelle Hunt 
Staff Officers 
Logistics/Plans: LTCDR Dani Guy 
Finance/Procurement:  LTCDR Stacy Craigie 
Operations: LTCDR Vicki Stevens 
Administration: SLT John Hilario 
Co-ordination: WOMAA Trevor Smith 
Creative Director: LTCDR Mark Hadlow 
Office Administrator: ACH Lissa Whittingham  

CONTACT US 

The research initially looked 
at 2,429 service records of 
the 6th Reinforcements, the 
last reinforcement to reach 
Egypt before the end of the 
1915 Gallipoli campaign. 
This analysis showed that at 
least 76% of these men 
served at Gallipoli, but that 
military service records 
alone could not provide a 
definitive answer. The 
project expanded to cross-
r e f e r e n c e  u n i t 
administrative files and to 
search for other relevant 
material, including the 
r e c e n t ly - r e d i s c o ve re d 
DAAG’s notebooks. 

The final figure was reached 
by adding the results of the 
6 t h  R e i n f o r c e m e n t s 
research, the numbers 
estimated to be present in 

Cont from page 1 

Re se ar c h  doub le s 
number of Kiwi Soldiers 
who fought at Gallipoli 
continued…..  

The major breakthrough 
came in January this year 
w he n  Mr  Craw ford 
discovered the notebooks of 
the Deputy Assistant 
Adjutant General (DAAG) 
of the Australian and New 
Zealand Divi sion  in 
Archives New Zealand. 

“These meticulously kept 
r e c o r d s  d e t a i l  t h e 
movements of Australian 
and New Zealand Division 
soldiers on and off the 
Peninsula during June, July 
and August 1915 and meant 
we could calculate the total 
numbers with a much 
higher accuracy,” Mr 
Crawford said. 

 LOOKING BACK 

 

www.nznavy75.co.nz 

#Kiwinavy75th  
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LOOKING FORWARD 

25 Apr—TV      
Documentary  

A 60 minute TV docu-
mentary will air on 
TVNZ at 10am on 25 
Apr featuring the de-
ployments of HMNZ 
Ships Te Kaha and 
Wellington during 
2015. Apart from the 
National commemora-
tions for ANZAC Day, 
many of our ships will 
be making port visits 
around the country.   

                                                                                                       

April-May 1915, and the 
numbers from the DAAG’s 
notebook research. The 
research methodology was 
overseen by Statistics New 
Zealand. 

“This figure is by no means 
final but it’s the most 
accurate we can achieve 
using the evidence we have 
discovered to date,” said Mr 
Crawford. 

Mr Atkinson said the project 
illustrates how knowledge 
about our history is 
constantly evolving as new 
information is discovered and 
new interpretations are 
developed.  

“The First World War 
centenary in particular has 
prov i de d  a  va luab le 
opportunity to review and re

-evaluate research about New 
Zealand’s involvement in the 
First World War.” 

newly appointed Chief of 
Navy attended Fleet 
Divisions for the first time.  
Invited guests included 
veterans who said they 
thoroughly enjoyed the 
parade. This was followed 
by a morning tea for all who 
were able to catch up and 
share  their  personal 
experiences. 



 The Westpac Presents 30 Years Women at Sea Events will be held over the month of June; this offers us a number of 
opportunities to acknowledge the commitment of the females who have served in the Navy previously, as well as 
highlighting the great work of our current sailors. There are four events, starting with the launch of 30 Years of 
Women at Sea exhibition at the Navy Museum, sea riding on HMNZS Wellington, a two day seminar; and a reception 
at the Auckland War Memorial Museum.  There is an opportunity for our ex RNZN women to participate in two of 
these events. 

Sea riding on HMNZS Wellington Saturday 18 June – The day’s programme will consist of viewing of the 
Women at Sea exhibition at the Navy Museum, lunch at the Vince McGlone Galley and then sea riding on HMNZS 
Wellington.  This is an opportunity for those women who were not permitted to serve at sea to enjoy that experience, 
and to see the today’s Navy and our women working alongside their male counterparts at sea. There are 45 spaces 
available.  Please be aware our ladies who register for this must be fit and healthy and able to climb a ladder. 

Reception at the Auckland War Memorial Museum Thursday 23 June 6.30pm – 8.30pm – There will be 50 
invitations for our ex-serving women (which will include the females involved in the 1986 trial on HMNZS  Monowai) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to attend either of these events please register via the “Contact Us” Page on the Op Neptune Internet 
Site (nznavy75.co.nz) or email RNZN75@nzdf.mil.nz.  You will need to supply us with the following information: 

        Service Details – Service number, rank , time served and full name (maiden name if applicable) 
        Current address and phone number 
        Email address if applicable 
        Which of the two events you wish to attend; if both then please put in priority order 

All registrations received will be responded to by the next working day.  If you do not receive a response please 
contact us by phone (09) 4455999 and ask for the Op Neptune Team.   

Should you require further information once you have registered please email RNZN75@nzdf.mil.nz in the first 
instance.  

Due to the number of invites it may not be possible to attend both events but this will be assessed in due course. 

Request for detail to the ladies of the original trial on HMNZS Monowai in 1986: we are in the process of collating 
contact details for you.  If you (or anyone who may have contact with them)  could advise us of your details that would 
be appreciated. 

Westpac presents 30 Years: Women at Sea - Jun 2016 
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You will need to be comfortable with 
climbing ladders  

Women at sea Keeping watch on the Bridge 

Former HMNZS Monowai—A06  
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