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Welcome
Welcome to our second ‘Old Salts’ ex RNZN
Newsletter 

Since establishing ‘Old Salts’ – this informal group
of retired ex navy veterans in support our Navy’s
75th Anniversary ‘Operation Neptune’ commemorations – our registered
numbers so far have grown to nearly 200 strong. 

VETERANS DAY
In the lead up to its celebrations on January 22, 2016, Navy Command invited
nearly 150 veterans to attend an early morning Powhiri at the Nau mai ki Te
Taua Moana Marae. This is not only our Navy’s marae – it is also our veterans’
marae. 
After being called on, then welcomed by a rousing haka, the speeches that
followed all focused on welcoming the veterans and acknowledging their
contribution to the development and growth of the RNZN. 
After morning tea, we took part in the traditional Change of Command
ceremonies and divisions at the north-yard training complex where our
numbers swelled to about 350. On completion, the Navy invited Veterans to
visit the base where a number of ships, and training schools were open. The
new simulator rated high on the popularity list. As the grumbling belly time
approached, lunch was served in the fleet dining room, where the tucker
brought back memories for most, supported by the many salty dits of
yesteryear.
In summary, our Navy Command and todays sailors did the veterans proud.

Watch TV ONE 10 AM Anzac Day
OUR NAVY: SAILING INTO HISTORY
A documentary following the Navy frigate Te Kaha
and its 178 crew on an historic journey around the
world from the 100th anniversary of Gallipoli, to
chasing heroin smugglers off the coast of Africa.  

OPERATION NEPTUNE
The year of celebrations in commemoration of the 75th anniversary has been
code named ‘Operation Neptune’ - to honour the greatest single loss of life
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code named ‘Operation Neptune’ - to honour the greatest single loss of life
sustained by our Navy.
The Royal Navy’s HMS Neptune was being prepared for transfer to the RNZN
when she sank after hitting an enemy minefield in the Mediterranean on
December 18, 1941 with the loss of all but one man, including 150 New
Zealanders.
The culmination of the celebrations will be the International Naval Review in
mid-November, when vessels from international Navies visit Auckland for five
days.

During the year Navy ships will visit as many ports as possible throughout the
country, allowing people to visit and be part of the celebrations, says the Chief
of Navy, Rear Admiral John Martin.
“Our people are drawn from all parts of New Zealand, and this is an opportunity
for the Navy to say a heartfelt ‘thank you’ for the support we get from the
community. We’re inviting all Kiwis to take part in the commemorations,
wherever they might be, and celebrate this wonderful occasion with us.”

On February 8 the Royal New Zealand
Navy kicked off its 75th birthday
celebrations in style with fleet manoeuvres
on Auckland's Hauraki Gulf. Three
warships took part in a series of drills,
which included HMNZS Hawea, HMNZS
Wellington and HMNZS Canterbury with
Seasprite helos overhead playing war
games on the Gulf.
At the end of the year it is expected that a number of foreign navies will
participate with New Zealand on an exercise of a grander scale.

Lieutenant Kurt Story of HMNZS Hawea said the entire fleet will participate.
"We're going to have ships from other navies and basically through the entire
year we're doing events in every port we're visiting," he said.
"We're trying to get out to most of the ports through New Zealand to show New
Zealand what we do, who we are and why we're here."
So far 15 foreign ships have been confirmed as visiting for the
commemorations added to the RNZN fleet.
The RNZN has invited the United States to take part in the celebrations. The
US Navy has yet to confirm. If it sends a warship, it would be the first visit since
New Zealand adopted its anti-nuclear policy in 1985.

THE INTERNATIONAL FLEET
REVIEW
This six-day event is scheduled
from 17 to 22 November, 2016.
We have secured the tug William C
Daldy for our use during these
celebrations.
Sailings and functions onboard are in
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Sailings and functions onboard are in
the planning stage at present.

The culmination of the 75th Anniversary will be the International Fleet Review.
During the review there will be plenty for the public to see and do with events
along Auckland’s waterfront including a fantastic exhibition at the ‘Cloud’ which
will provide visitors with an experience that tells the story of our Navy, our
history, our values and how we serve New Zealand.

“While we are often thanked for our service, this year is also a good time to
thank New Zealanders for their support,” said Rear Admiral John Martin.
“Whether it’s disaster relief, peace support operations, ensuring that the sea
trade on which we depend for our survival can get through, or protecting New
Zealand’s Exclusive Economic Zone and marine resources, the Royal New
Zealand Navy as part of the New Zealand Defence Force protects and serves
the causes important to us and our way of life.
“Our ships and our people are called on by partners and agencies around the
world to help them resolve complex issues and deliver humanitarian support,”
Rear Admiral Martin said.

THE PROPOSED PROGRAMME [UPDATED]
It is still early days, with many allied navies yet to confirm the ships they will be
sending to the South Pacific owing to operational requirements. It is expected
to have some 15 ships from friendly countries, along with the New Zealand
fleet. All RNZN ships which are not on deployment or in refit will participate.

The fleet will be arriving after exercising on our north east coast on Thursday
17 November.
To be able to witness the grand entry of up to 25 war ships is something we
have not seen since the 50th celebrations in 1991, when the Fleet Review on
Auckland’s Waitemata Harbour consisted of 30 ships from New Zealand and
overseas navies.

Thursday 17 November International fleet arrives. 
To be met by the Old Salts on the William C Daldy and a welcome flotilla.
Includes approximately 4 hours at sea, lunch and morning tea or
afternoon tea. Old Salts and Partners. Departure time not known at this
stage $75 per head.
 
Friday 18 November – Cocktail party
Cocktail Cruise – Ex-Wrens and Ex-Navalwomen and Partners. Board at
1700, includes complimentary bubbles or orange juice on arrival onboard.
Finger food. $50 per head
 
The official International Fleet Review is on Saturday 19 November.
More details on this later, but we will have a place of honour, directly
following the lead review ship (yet to be named) carrying the Governor
General of New Zealand.
Review open to ex-Naval men and women who have served in the
RNZN/RNZNVR. Approximately 5 hours, Lunch provided. $85 per head.
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RNZN/RNZNVR. Approximately 5 hours, Lunch provided. $85 per head.
 
Sunday 20 November It is proposed to run three sailings aboard
the William C Daldy to review the fleet at anchor and alongside. These
1.5 hour cruises will be open to the public if not fully subscribed by
veterans and family. Cash bar and refreshments
Open to families. Adults $20, Child $10 and $50 for family of two adults
and two children. 
Inter-faith service – Holy Trinity Cathedral, Parnell. Selected ships open
to the public. 
 
Monday 21 November International Tabloid sports tournament and
cultural performances. Selected ships open to the public. Sailings on
William C Daldy if there is demand.
 
Tuesday 22 November The fleet departs and the tug will escort the fleet
as far as Rangitoto light, with a BBQ lunch. Cash bar. $65 per head. 
Bookings essential. More details to come.

Note: To participate in these sailings, Veterans will need to be reasonably active
as unfortunately the William C Daldy, as a heritage vessel, is not wheelchair-
friendly.

Join the mailing list
If you've received this newsletter from a friend, follow this link HERE
to join the Old Salts ex-RNZN 75th mailing list. 

Please forward this newsletter to anyone you think would  be
interested.

Any profit will be donated to the William C Daldy Preservation Society.
Otherwise we intend to try to make sailings and events affordable for
all.

Sponsorship
Yes, we are seeking all sponsorship opportunities of a suitable nature
to ensure that we can make this event a memorable occasion for
all. Please contact Keith Ingram, keith@skipper.co.nz or 0274 584747

William C Daldy 
The vintage steam tug William C
Daldy has been secured as the
official vessel for the ex RNZN Old
Salts participating in the 75th
Anniversary of the formation of the
Royal New Zealand Navy.
At 80 years old, she is a large stable
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heritage steam ship, the last of her
type surviving in the world today.

Apart from some basic creature comforts, like seating and the covered aft deck,
a bar and BBQ, she remains original.
Burning one ton of coal per hour, she is powered by twin triple-fires: hand-fed
coal-fired Scotch boilers developing 2,000IHP driving twin triple expansion
engines connected to twin 11’9” four-bladed propellers. There is a total of 17
steam reciprocating engines on board driving winches, pumps, fans and the
240v dynamo/generator from the minesweeper HMNZS Kiwi.
Many of our old engineers will be able to take a trip down memory lane as they
recall the smell and steady beat of open crankcase triple-expansion steam
engines.
The ship remains an experience in itself, and the Society is proud to be able to
offer it as the Official vessel for the ‘Old Salts’ during the 75th RNZN
celebrations. 

So ... that's it for this issue. Please help get the word out.
Remember: tell your friends about our plans and get them to join the mailing
list.

Best wishes,
Keith Ingram
The Old Salts ex RNZN 75th team.

Sponsored by Professional Skipper magazine www.skipper.co.nz
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