
 

Greetings from the Land of the Morning Calm, 

조용한 아침의 나라에서 전하는 인사 

 

Ladies and Gents, 

Prior to my previous deployments, Frank had asked me to write a short article on where and what I have 

been doing. Having failed that previously, I thought I should not disappoint and hence this article. 

Since late June of this year, I am deployed on OP Monitor, New Zealand’s contribution to the United 

Nations Command (UNC), Seoul, South Korea.  

I will not go into New Zealand’s involvement in the Korean War and onwards (you can “google” that 

yourself) rather, I will just provide an insight into what I am doing over here and a short introduction 

into what the UNC and United Nations Command Military Armistice Command (UNCMAC) is and does. 

The Korean Armistice Agreement has been in place for over 62 years. Since the signing of the Armistice 

in July 1953, there has been a series of amendments and subsequent agreements, the last being the 41 

Point Agreement on 17 September 2002 relating to the administrative control and operations of West 

(TC WEST) and East (TC East) Transport Corridors through the DMZ. 

The United Nations Command Military Armistice Commission (UNCMAC) under the authority of the 

United States-led United Nations Command in Korea was established in July 1953 to supervise and 

maintain the Armistice Agreement (AA) between the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) and 

the Republic of Korea (ROK). 



The United Nations Command (UNC) has a dual role. The Armistice is a military (not political) agreement 

to cease fire, and UNC has ‘the war-fighting’ obligation to deter the Koreans People’s Army (KPA) from 

resuming the attack and respond to any KPA attack on the Republic of Korea (ROK) should it occur.  

The second role is assigned to United Nations Military Armistice Commission (UNMAC) and is to 

monitor/manage the Armistice Agreement so that it effectively keeps the fighting forces apart, and 

applies its multinational resources to any clash or risk situation to prevent escalation.  Both roles are 

mandated under United Nations Security Council (UNSC) resolutions.  The first role reflects a unique 

example of the UN’s active response to aggression; the second role is in many ways similar to the 

routine blue-beret role that has been conducted by UN PKO missions for much of the UN’s history. 

New Zealand has a long associated history in the Korean peninsula since the outbreak of hostilities and 

the eventual signing of the Korean Armistice Agreement in 1953. Today, New Zealand contributes five 

NZDF personnel to the United Nations Command Military Armistice Commission (UNCMAC) working in 

the following roles: Armistice Education Officer UNCMAC HQ Seoul, Demilitarized Zone Operations 

Officer, UNCMAC HQ Seoul (which I am currently billeted), Assistant Joint Duty Officer (Joint Security 

Area, Panmunjom), Assistance Corridor Control Officer (Transport Corridor WEST) and the Operations 

Senior NCO, UNCMAC HQ Seoul. All positions are for a six month deployment with the exception of the 

DMZ OPSO which is twelve months.  Both the AJDO and ACCO live in Camp Bonifas which is within the 

Joint Security Area (JSA) approximately 2.5 km from the Military Demarcation Line between the DPRK 

and ROK. 

 

Photo taken between buildings T1 & T2 (JSA Panmunjom) 

(The border is the raised concrete. DPKA Soldier is facing) 



As the governing authority of the Armistice Agreement for the UNC, the UNC Commander is responsible 

for ensuring and enforcing compliance with the terms of the Armistice Agreement. This authority 

extends from the Military Demarcation Line (MDL –total length of 248 Km stretching from the Western 

edge of the peninsula to the Eastern side) and a 2 Km wide buffer zone both North and South from the 

MDL.  UNC maintains control of the southern portion of the DMZ.  Also included under UNC control is 

the Han River estuary (HRE) and the North West Islands of Paengnyong-do, Taech ong –do, Soch ong-do, 

So yonp yong-do and U-do Islands.  

As the De Militarized Zone Operations Officer my primary roles are planning, coordinating and executing 

UNC MAC Operations personnel in undertaking weekly inspections of all Republic of Korea Army (ROKA) 

Guard and Observations posts within the DMZ & HRE, or any other UNC MAC operations that may be 

required within these areas.  

We also send teams to observe ROKA Live Weapons Firings which are conducted on the North West Sea 

Islands of Paengnyong-do (PY-do) and Tae yonp yong-do (Yp-do).  These islands are notable, as it was in 

the vicinity of Py-do Island where the sinking of the ROK Navy corvette Cheonan took place on the 26 

march 2010.  The Cheonan was struck by a North Korean torpedo resulting in the death of 46 ROKN 

Sailors and Tae yonp yong-do Island was shelled by 176 rounds of North Korean artillery and rockets in 

November 2010 which resulted in the deaths of 4 civilians and 19 injured. This occurred after a South 

Korean Live weapons firing in the area.  The wreck of the Cheonan has been retrieved and is now 

located as a museum within the ROK Navy 2ND Fleet Command. I have had the opportunity to visit this 

site, walk around and under the vessel and as a sailor to see the devastating damage first hand of what a 

torpedo can do to a vessel is unbelievable.  

We normally have two inspection teams per week go into the DMZ and the main focus is compliance 

with the Armistice agreement. Although the AA is small in nature there are significant points that we 

have to check. Further to the AA, there are also a number of UNC regulations (relevant to South Korea 

only) which provide further regulations and guidance on what and who and where certain personnel, 

equipment and building can or cannot be. Again the main task is to ensure compliance with both the AA 

and the UNC Regulations. During our inspections which could be up to three days we are always 

accompanied by a UNCMAC translator, ROK Advisory Group Liaison officer (our interface with ROK 

Army) and members of the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission. (Military personnel from Sweden 

& Switzerland). The NNSC are the impartial body to ensure that we (UNCMAC) are undertaking our 

inspections i.a.w the AA. On inspections we always meet up with a ROKA escort officer, who will be 

assigned to escort us around the DMZ ensuring we don’t get lost.  To me the term Demilitarized Zone 

meant that there is nothing military in the area but that is far from the truth. The DMZ consists of 13 

ROK divisions, numerous guard and observation posts looking out across to the North and vice versa, 

accommodation and command headquarters and numerous buildings in support of military operations 

within the DMZ and one of the most  heavily mined areas in he world. In some areas the distance 

between the North and South guard posts is less than 500 meters. A very surreal environment and one 

in which I have the privilege to work in.  The 2km DMZ buffer is an untouched environment and during 

the autumn it is an absolutely beautiful place to be. 

 

 



 

 

 

My other primary task is to be lead investigator when an incident occurs within the DMZ, HRE or on the 

North West Islands. The purpose of the investigation is to determine if there has been a violation of the 

AA. The most common incidents which will be investigated are but not limited to are; the firing of 

warning shots, unauthorized weapon discharges, mine detonation, suicide involving weapons and the 

defection of North Koreans to the South. To date I have conducted investigations on all of the above and 

it has been determined that in some way or another that a violation of the AA has occurred. The mine 

detonation of August 2015 was the precursor to heightened tensions between the North and South 

which had both sides on the brink of war. As both sides were consolidating its war fighting machines and 

the political banter increased, UNCMAC was in the middle enforcing the AA and attempting to de-

escalate the situation while life within Seoul and further south was business as usual. To the average 

Korean, they had all seen and heard this before and knew that nothing would come of this. They knew 

that there would be a solution at the last hour as indeed there was. There was and one thankful kiwi 

breathed a sigh of relief. Again, another surreal experience. Conducting inspections and investigations, 

writing the reports and normal daily activities keeps one pretty busy, even attending compulsory PT at 

0630am on a Wednesday is enjoyable, but now as the weather is getting colder (actually snowing today) 

the novelty of early morning PT has waned. 

 

 



 

 

 

To sum up, it has been a pretty amazing and unusual experience and one that I am enjoying. Working 

again in a multi nation headquarters although US led and predominately manned is great. Getting in and 

around the DMZ and to see first-hand, living in central Seoul and the opportunity to live and breathe 

Korea is an experience of a lifetime. 

Have a happy Christmas and great new year. 

Kind regards 

Daws 

Pitiera Dawson 

Lieutenant Commander, Royal New Zealand Navy 

DMZ OPSO 

UNCMAC HQ 

USAG Yongsan 

Seoul, South Korea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


