
 

History & Origin of the Morse Key 

 

There is a lot of information on this subject on the internet, so rather than 

cut and paste, I have chosen a few links for the avid reader to follow: 

 

1. History & origin - 
http://www.radio-electronics.com/info/radio_history/morse/morse-telegraph-key-history.php 

2. 1881 Land Line Telegraph Equipment (Part I) 
http://w1tp.com/im3000a.htm 

3. A collection of keys 
http://www.9h1pi.com/collection.htm 

 

A few members of the RNZNCA have forwarded their contributions. 

 

1. Paul (Skin) Murray 

My grandfather Henry Robert William Bunn served in the RNZAF during 
WWII and crafted his speed key sometime after the war ended.   
He had a great drop of morse with this speed key. 

 
 

http://www.radio-electronics.com/info/radio_history/morse/morse-telegraph-key-history.php
http://w1tp.com/im3000a.htm
http://www.9h1pi.com/collection.htm


 
 
 
 

2. Murray (Wings) Kingham 
Please see attached the instrument of choice. 

 Once got a QRQ from Ohlly and Napes at ZLO when I was working ship/shore 
on Pukes when I was trucking at about 28wpm…cheeky hua’s…lol.. 



 

3. Dusty Millar 

This is an old Australian Post Office key, given to me circa 1976 when I was in 
Melbourne. I used it extensively during my Amateur Radio days before I 
switched to an Electronic Keyer. I made a few thousand QSO’s with this trusty 
key. 
 

 



 
 

 

 

This is another OZ P.O. key circa 1947 still in use by an Amateur operator in 
Canada. 
 

4. Martin Frost 
 

The block of wood is as I picked it up and the brass terminals are from the 

British type power plugs.  The hacksaw blade was already broken so that 

determined the length of the blade, which is held in place by two pieces of light 

aluminium.  The wiring is simply soldered to the teminals on top of the block & 

squeezed between the aluminium, and is then fed down into the block and out its 

end to the plug.  Brass screws & nuts finish it off. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A very easy key to use and it made good morse.   What made it easy was 

the fact that you held the block in one hand and keyed with the other, so 

effectively you used both hands to produce the morse. 

 

 
 

The Hacksaw Blade Key 
 

The other traditional key is also from HMNZS Otago, and I am pretty sure that 
the bottle of beer (never opened) was on the cruise when Otago passed the 
500,000 miles travelled. 



 

5. Jim Dell 
 

(a) The top key was made by A & W McCarthy of Dunedin. They were a retail 
outfit that sold rifles, sporting equipment and amateur radio equipment. 
 

(b) The middle key was manufactured in 1900 by Walter Electrical as Pattern 
1056A for the British Postal and Telegraph Office. I used this key on Royalist 
and Endeavour and alternate between this one and the one above for my 
amateur radio work. 
 

(c) The bottom key is from an Australian field set – the FS6 – used by the 
Australian Coastwatchers during WWII. 
 
 



 


