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Welcome again to our 
annual magazine Off the 
Wharf. We hope you enjoy 

its content and photographs. Do 
keep up to date more frequently by 
providing us your email address for 
some mail outs we do during the 
year, as well as “liking” our Facebook 
page. This is where you can see the 
most current pictures and stories 
from our fantastic band, the Royal 
NZ Navy Band. And what a year it 
has been so far; we have performed 
with Dave Dobbyn, Dame Malvina 
Major, International artist Geoff 
Sewell and our own rising star 
Rebecca Nelson to name but a few. 
The band is in ship shape, hot off the 
press, line them up and knock ‘em 
dead form.          
   Enhancing our reputation as a 
versatile and agile unit, the band has 
performed at events ranging from 
the State Welcome for the Prime 
Minister of Japan, to a trumpeter 
playing the Star Spangled Banner on 
the Paul Henry Show on TV3. TV1’s 
Good morning show hosted us for 
an ANZAC day broadcast while 
some of our musicians were in fact 
performing in Gallipoli at the same 
time. We have played at All Blacks 
tests, and are looking forward to 

a stint at a football match at Eden 
Park this month. Coming up is a tour 
through the Far North including 
communities as far flung as Kaikohe 
and Kaitaia.
    Our big news for the year though 
is the release of the RNZN Band’s 
first CD for 28 years! He Waiata 
Moana ocean songs is a recording 
full of variety and entertainment. 
This CD is a real achievement 
and showcases many aspects 
of the band. It is available for 
sale through Marbecks Classical 
(marbecksclassical.co.nz) in 
Auckland, the Warehouse and 
JB Hifi, or directly from us (navy.
band@nzdf.mil.nz). If you haven’t 
heard it, order a copy for $20. You 
will love it. I hope to see you at our 
performances sometime. Do come 
and say hello, and as always please 
contact us with feedback, ideas, 
performance requests and anything 
else you can think of. We do enjoy 
hearing from you.

LTCDR Owen Clarke RNZN
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From Waitangi 
to Napier 
via Ruatoria

Waitangi is usually the first 
touring opportunity of the 

year, and 2014 is no exception. 
Once again the dulcet strains of 
light entertainment were heard 
surrounding Waitangi Day on 
Waitangi Treaty Grounds, as well 
as in Kerikeri, Russell and Paihia. 
It is always a privilege to be part 
of the Waitangi Day celebrations 
in Waitangi and its historical 
naval links are a very welcome 
responsibility for the band to 
shoulder.
The annual Art Deco Festival in 
Napier is the second yearly touring 
event on the RNZN Band’s calendar. 
Amidst the glamour of vintage cars, 
period costumes and thronging 
crowds, the Navy’s was one of many 
bands basking in public attention 
and the vibe of a bygone era.  The 
crowds marched, danced and 

paraded with us, sometimes well 
into the night.
As a prelude to the Art Deco 
Festival, the RNZN Band was able 
to travel to Gisborne and perform 
one of a series of concerts alongside 
Dame Malvina Major, Geoff Sewell 
(of internationally renowned vocal 
ensemble Amici), Titanium and 
the Hamilton County Bluegrass 
Band, at Matawhero Vineyard on 
Sunday 16th February. The varied 
and entertaining concert was 
enjoyed by the large audience, 
and was repeated in Auckland at 
Ellerslie Raceway a month later with 
Hogsnort Rupert replacing Titanium. 
The few intervening days between 
Gisborne and Napier allowed school 
concerts to be scheduled at Opotiki 
College and Ngata College in 
Ruatoria.  

The Royal New Zealand Navy Band spent its 
high summer in the traditional way: performing 
music to the suntanned crowds. 

     Article written by POMUS Andrew Lile 

Top - AMUS Hayden Sinclair and AMUS 

Megan McFarlane before the performance at 

Matawhero Vineyard.

Above - Dame Malvina Major performing with 

the band at Matawhero Vineyard.

Below Left & Below- The band and LTCDR 

Owen Clarke conducting on the Waitangi 

Treaty Grounds.

Right 1 - Napier street march

Right 2 - Art Deco Festival Sound Shell 

concert.

Right 3 - Standing ovation at St John’s 

Cathedral.

Right 4 - Concert at Opotiki College.

4     navy.band@nzdf.mil.nz     



The band celebrated 200 years 
since the birth of Adophe Sax, 
the Belgian inventor of the 
saxophone, on 17th May at Holy 
Trinity Cathedral in Parnell, 
Auckland.  

This was a highlight in the band’s 
2014 programme and featured 

internationally renowned Dutch 
saxophonist, Niels Bijl.  
   Niels had been touring Australasia 
in April and May, also performing 
with the Royal New Zealand Air 
Force Band in Wellington, and 
a tour with the Four Baritones 
- a quartet of only baritone 
saxophones!  Niels presented 
two New Zealand premieres as 
features with the band: Mansion, a 
concerto for saxophone and band, 
written by Dutch composer Folkert 
Buis for Niels, and Orientale by 

Martin Loridan, a concerto for two 
saxophones and band, with both 
Niels and I as soloists. 
   The concert’s programme explored 
the versatile repertoire of the 
saxophone, and included POMUS 
Jonathan Franklin featuring with 
the RNZN Big Band, performing the 
well known jazz ballad Teach Me 
Tonight.  I also performed a piece of 
film music written by John Williams, 
from the 2002 film Catch Me If You 
Can for band and alto saxophone.
   For the 1814SAX2014 concert, we 
had the pleasure of several RNZAF 
Band musicians joining our forces, 
including their Director of Music, 
Flight Lieutenant Simon Brew.  
   For more information about Niels 
Bijl, including many commercial 
recordings he has released, please 
visit http://www.nielsbijl.nl

1814SAX2014
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     Article written by 
         AMUS Mark Hobson 



     Article written by AMUS Tom Chester

After a quick hop over the North 
Island, the band landed in 

ellington, performing their first 
concert of a long trip at the quaint location 
of Old Saint Paul’s church, the Navy’s sole 
bastion in the capitol. After an intimate and 
successful gig, the band quietly retired for 
the evening, but not until after Lieutenant 
Commander Clarke’s poignant pep talk.
  The following morning, bright eyed 
and bushy tailed, the band accompanied 
the anniversary service for the Navy, 
thoroughly enjoying the harrowing and 
truly inspirational speech by Chief Petty 
Officer Steward Nic Irvine. The reflective 
and patriotic service was undeniably 
enjoyed by all, with one Wellingtonian even 
describing her experience with the Navy 
Band as ‘amazing’.
  The band then departed for Sydney, 
leaving behind the jazz combo to work 
their magic at the Maritime Museum 
before uneventfully regrouping with the 
team. Once in Sydney, the band transited 
to Randwick Barracks, our home for the 
foreseeable future. However, all was not 
quiet for the RNZN Band as the concerts 
began to pour in thick and fast. The first 
engagement as part of the Royal Australian 
Navy Fleet Review was at none other than 
Bondi Junction. In conjunction with the 
hard working South Australian band, the 
RNZN Band performed superbly against 
the testing, blustery gales and the laborious 
set up.  

         

On Sunday the 28th of September, 2013, the band departed for what would be 
a trip of a lifetime. The sun was shining on the band room at the bright and 
breezy time of 0815 and with eager anticipation and heavy backpacks, the Royal 
New Zealand Navy Band departed for one of the most profound trips Pusser (the 
Navy) has ever thrown at us.

  The following day saw the band perform 
at St Andrew’s Cathedral in the heart of 
Sydney. The programme was rich and 
varied with the highlight being none other 
than Able Musician Hobson’s heartfelt 
rendition of Alfred Reed’s Ballade for solo 
alto saxophone and wind band. The day 
didn’t end there as the big band had just 
enough time to squeeze in a rehearsal 
and experience their first taste of the 
charismatic jazz singer Wallace Golan.
  On Thursday the 3rd of October, 
commuters of the Manly ferry were 
overjoyed to hear the sweet sounds of the 
RNZN Band Brass Quintet on their way to 
a long day at the office. hat else could 
be more awe inspiring than the majestic 
sounds of brass on a boat? Unfortunately 
Sydney’s monsoon season cancelled the 
joint performance with the RAN Melbourne 
Band so once more the band slept long and 
peacefully amongst the stunning greenery 
of Randwick Barracks.
  Saturday saw the pinnacle of the 
Australian Navy celebrations, the long 
day beginning with the woodwind trio’s 
stint to commandeer the ‘HMNZS Manly’ 
before joining the band on the steps of 
Sydney Opera House. Here the RNZN 
Band performed alongside the esteemed 
Band of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines Band 
Plymouth, pitting the likes of the Marine’s 
Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy against the NZ 
Army Band Sergeant Dave Fiu’s sombre 
rendition of All I Ask of You, from Phantom 

“Saturday saw the 
pinnacle of the 
Australian Navy 

celebrations, the long 
day beginning with the 
woodwind trio’s stint 
to commandeer the 

‘HMNZS Manly’ before 
joining the band on the 
steps of Sydney Opera 

House.”

of the Opera. The evening saw more close 
interaction with the Royal Australian Navy 
Band South Australia Division, with the two 
bands performing under the harbour bridge 
at Manly overlooking the Opera House. 
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The awaiting crowd were entertained 
by the RAN’s Swing Band and the RNZN 
Rock Band before the sky was lit with 
a spectacular firework display from the 
frigates in the harbour and even off the 
Harbour Bridge itself.
  There was ‘no rest for the wicked’ as the 
band were sent the next day to the Manly 
Jazz Festival to showcase some toe-tapping 
tunes. The festival was opened by the 



fantastic marching skills of the RNZN 
Dixie Band, with the Big Band playing a set 
in the glorious sunshine.  Multitalented 
Jazz vocalist Wallace Golan performed 
amazingly with members of the band, 
climaxing with The Lady is a Tramp to round 
off the day’s festivities.
  To end the heavy stream of gigs and in 
truly military fashion, the bands and the 
visiting sailors from the many countries 
around the globe paraded through the main 
streets of Sydney, chests out and heads 
held high, in what can only be described as 
a shining example of multinational Naval 
partnership.
  The trip was drawing to a close but there 
was just enough time for all of the bands 
to squeeze in a cruise of the Sydney 
Harbour, a prime opportunity to let the hair 
down and cram in some more inter-band 
carousing before the saddening flight back 
to Auckland.
  With the Australian, New Zealand and the 
Royal Marines bands performing together 
over the course of the grand occasion, 
the historical tri-fector was a success, 
the bonds that joined all three nations 
reaffirmed and stronger than ever.
  It was an absolutely incredible experience 
to be part of the one hundredth anniversary 
of the Royal Australian Navy, a real once in 
a lifetime tour. 
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Background image - The saxophone 

group performing during the Sydney 

Opera House concert.

Top Left - Concert at Bradfield Park

Top Right - The Dixie group playing 

on Spirit of New Zealand.

Right - AMUS Colin Clark performs a 

solo at the at St Andrew’s Cathedral 

lunchtime concert.

Below - The RNZN Big Band rocks 

the Manly Jazz Festival.
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LIVE@the VIC

NEW TO THE PERFORMANCE CALENDAR 
since November 2013 is our Live @ the Vic Friday 
Lunchtime concert series. This annual series of four 
one hour entertaining recitals has been added to our 
schedule to highlight the RNZN Bands musicians in small 
chamber music ensembles. What better place to do this 
but the Vic Theatre in the heart of our local township of 
Devonport?
   The woodwind section of the band featured in 
the opening recital of the 2014 series in March with 
performances by soloist AMUS Craig Bradfield on 
bassoon and Matteo Napoli on piano presenting the 
virtuosic Concert Piece by Pierné. Craig was joined later 
in the programme by the new principal clarinet AMUS 
Hayden Sinclair who performed Beethoven’s Duet Nr. 
3. The Saxophone section was represented by AMUS 
Lauryn Williamson in one of her last performances with 
the band before moving to Christchurch to take up a 
position in the Youth Development Unit in Burnham 
Military Camp. Williamson performed the beautiful Aria 
by Bozza on alto saxophone with Hayden Sinclair on 
piano. 
   The Saxophone Quartet opened the recital with 
Quatuor, an early twentieth century work by French 
composers Faustin & Maurice Jeanjean. They closed the  
recital with Poca Loca Marge, a quirky recently written 
work for Margery Smith who along with the composer 
Martin Kay play in the Sydney based Saxophone Quartet 
Continuum. To round off the woodwinds’ contribution, a 
Clarinet Trio played a contemporary work titled Suite by 
English composer Cooke.
   The Brass section’s contribution was a Trombone 
Quartet made up of the regular trombone section of the 
Concert Band and non-other than our Director of Music 
LTCDR Owen Clarke. They played what was described by 
POMUS Andrew Lile as “a very sinister” Viennese Waltz 
by Girtain IV. 
See our calendar of events page for dates of further 
LIVE@theVIC concerts in 2014.

           Article by AMUS Mark Hobson
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MAKING A MUSICAL ALBUM...
is like making a baby, someone has the idea and 
then shares it with someone else. A date, time and 
place is set to do the deed. At first, all parties think 
it’s a wonderful idea, and talk at great length about 
the many different ways they want to make it, 
and who they want to share it with. As the big day 
approaches the doubts creep in. How much will 
it cost? Will we love it? How many do we want to 
have? What shall we call it?
   A CD was born as the new era of RNZN Band 
recordings kicked off in July last year. We packed 
our truck and headed to Ponsonby to meet our new 
friends at Stebbing Recording Studios.  The musty 
odour of the main studio was soon overpowered by 
the smell of a band hard at work. Blood, sweat, fear 
and tears – and that was just setting the mic levels.
   They said it would never happen – well it was 
happening now. Silence, thumbs up, the count in, 
the band began to play. A wavy horn, a split from 
the trumpet, the squawk of a sax reed - these were 
some of the things that stood between us and 
perfection.
   “Have we got enough to cover that section yet?” 
A long pause would follow before the verdict was 
returned. “No? OK  guys, we are going from…” and 
so it would go on. Nightfall in Camp, H.M. Jollies, 
Fantasy on British Sea Songs; each piece taking on 
a character of its own as time moved on. Multiple 
takes demanded much wizardry from the engineers 
as they sewed together a product that rendered 
the faults imperceptible to the ear of the listener.

   Soloists were pushed to the limits of endurance as they 
strove for their best. Our guest artists inspired us – the 
voice of Simon O’Neill soared over the band during 
Nessun Dorma. The delicate vocal dance of Ah! Je Veux 
Vivre showcased the beautiful voice of Viktoriya Dodoka. 
Band member Mark Hobson’s delicate touch came to the 
fore while recording Ballade and Royal Marine Musician 
Poppy Pawsey got our toes tapping as she sang heartily, 
telling us all about That Man.
   We learned many things on our recording journey. 
Noisy valves, broken reeds, loose snares – if it made a 
noise we needed to oil it, replace it or dampen it. Tam 
Tam ringing on the overtones – get it out! And if you 
can’t play it before you get there, then no amount of 
technology will make it happen. 
   Speaking of technology… the team at Stebbing 
Recording Studios, please, take a bow. Each microphone 
had been placed just so, to catch the sound of the 
instrument as intended, not the drum behind! Tony 
Moan and Glen Bullen put in many more hours than we 
musicians, and with LTCDR Clarke, they continued to 
do so over the following months during the editing and 
production process. 
   All too soon the day was upon us. With the discs 
produced, the stunning artwork for the covers printed 
and the inserts folded, it was time to release our newest 
album – He Waiata Moana ocean songs. We hold it up 
to our audience proudly, and for a very reasonable price 
you can have one of your own. But, hidden somewhere 
behind the glint of the Directors eye, an idea is no doubt 
forming that maybe another one would be nice…

           Article by AMUS Colin Clark

Off the WHARF     9

Top Right - Recording in progress at Stebbings Studio

Bottom Right- Maestro’s Simon O’Neill, LTCDR Clarke & Marc 

Taddei

Heeeeeeeee WWWWWWaiata Moana
ocean songs
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An experience 
of a life time...

THIS SUMS UP WHAT YOU ARE ABOUT TO READ. 
Some of you may not recognise my name or know who 
I am, so let me introduce myself. I am AMUS Rebecca 
Nelson, the newest recruit to the Royal New Zealand 
Navy Band. I had the honour and prrrrrrivilege of travelling 
to Gallipoli as part of the Defence Force contingent for 
this year’s ANZAC commemorative service. As a New 
Zealander or an Australian, heading to Gallipoli to pay 
respect to the fallen is on many people’s bucket list and 
to have been able to go and rrrrrrepresent my country in 
voice was unbelievable. 
   This year for New Zealand it was tri-service, which 
meant Air Force, Army & Navy were all asked to attend.  
Our band was small, but large in personality and talent.  
Members of the New ealand Air Force Band Leading 
Aircraftsman Sarah Henderson (Trumpet), Leading 
Aircraftsman Asene Latu (Trumpet) and Corporal Russell 
Boyle (Trombone  teamed up with members of our New 
Zealand Navy Band AMUS Jess Hix (Drums), AMUS Tom 
Chester (French Horn), AMUS Frrrrrraser Robertson (Tuba), 
Myself (Singer) and of course LT CDR Owen Clarke 
Together we formed the New Zealand Defence Force 
Band. 
   We set off on 16th April and after three long flights 
and a five hour bus rrrrrride we had made it to Canakkale. 
This was going to be our home away from home for the 
majority of our trip. On our first full day we set off to do 
our first Battlefield tour. e visited Cape Helles, Turkish 
Memorial, Empire Memorial, 1222 Tree Copse and the Daisy 
patch. hen at 12 Tree Copse (which is a cemetery for 
the fallen) the Maori Culture Group sang us on, it was a 
beautiful way to say we are herrrrrre to pay thannnnnnks forrrrrr what 
you did. e then walked down the road to Daisy Patch, 
where we stood in our soldier’s trenches and learnt how 
they were told they were to do a raid with 15 minutes 
warning in an open field during broad day light. They 
had no hope at all and we lost over 600 men within 2 
minutes. After a full on day of learning we headed back 
to the hotel to do some more rehearsing with the band.
   On Easter Sunday we headed out for another day 
of Battlefield tours.  This time we visited Anzac Cove, 
Lone Pine, The Nec, Chunuk Bair, Shrapnel Valley, 
Quinn’s Post, Walkers Ridge & Hill 60. We arrived at 

Top - An emotional time for AMUS Jessica Hix & AMUS Rebecca 

Nelson. 

Middle - AMUS Nelson in full flight singing the national anthem.

Bottom - The NZ Defence Force band contingent.
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Shrapnel Valley where CHAPCL 1 Lance Lukin delivered 
a prayer and the Maori Culture Group sang us on to 
the cemetery. Walking around these memorials and 
cemeteries really brings it home; so many brave young 
men lost their lives. 
   e spent some time reflecting at Anzac Cove and 
walked the beach.  There, our Army bagpiper LT Finlay 
Fraser Milne, took out his pipes and played. It was a 
beautiful moment which we were all lucky enough to 
share.  e then walked in the footsteps of our men up 
to Chunuk Bair. This took  hours with stops along the 
way so Ian Mc ibbon, our historian, could explain where 
we were and share stories. After heading to the other 
memorials including Lone Pine (Australian memorial , 
we were shattered and ready to head back to the hotel. 
The next afternoon we were in full rehearsal mode. The 
Royal Australian Air Force Band had arrived and we met 
with the other singers Roxy (RAAF Band , Arda (Turkish 
Opera Singer) and an Australian choir.
   Anzac Day was upon us. e left for Anzac Cove at 
6pm on the 24th and once there the band set up and 
were on stage by 8. 0pm for the start of the Reflections 
concerts. This section combined the N DF Band,  RAAF 
Band and Maori Cultural roup (MC . The MC  did 
two wonderful pieces in full Maori dress and I sung 
Pokarekare Ana and an Anzac Medley that was put 
together for this event. There was so much to do if 
you opted to stay awake  stories, movies and concerts 
throughout the night. At am we headed down to 
watch and support Jack Potaka. Jack is a 17 y/o student 
from Rotorua Boys High School who won the national 
RSA speech competition. His prize was to travel to 

allipoli and speak on behalf of the young people of 
New ealand. After his uplifting speech we were off 
to get changed and warm up. So far the weather gods 
had been on our side, no rain or wind and it wasn’t too 
cold. am hit and we were seated down the front, BAND 
R ADY and the service about to begin. Throughout 
the service there was a beautiful lighting display on 
the ocean, readings and prayers. There were a lot of 
highlights during the service for me - Hearing the 
beautiful Karakia performed by Sally and Sylvia (from 
the MC , watching LT COL Rose King of the N  Army 
MC the service, AMUS Hix commanding the drum and 
hearing LACSarah Henderson (the first female  deliver 
the Last Post at the Anzac Dawn Service.
   The time had come for me to sing, one breath in 
and away I went. I felt so much pride singing the New 

ealand National Anthem, looking out to all the faces 
knowing they were there for the same reason and 
having our countries soldiers looking down on us almost 
brought a tear to my eye. After the Dawn Service we 
were back on the bus and straight up to Chunuk Bair to 
perform at the New ealand memorial service. hat an 
amazing day, filled with so many different emotions. It 
was hard to believe this part of the trip was over but us 
musicians & the MCG still had one more performance to 

do in the capital, Ankara, at nothing less than the palace 
of Ataturk himself.
   The Palace performance went down a treat. It was so 
much fun meeting all the guests and being able to sing 
the New ealand National Anthem one more time in 
Turkey. It was a great night and fun was had by all!   
   I am so fortunate to have been asked to represent The 
Royal New ealand Navy, the N  Defence Force and 
New ealand over in allipoli. I will never forget this 
trip, the people and the country. e all became so 
close and shared something special, everyone did such 
a fantastic job. I have so much respect for all our fallen 
soldiers and what they have done for our country.  Until 
next time .L ST  FOR T
         
         Article written by AMUS Rebecca Nelson

  

Like any fine tuned machine, an overhaul, OF or 
grease and oil change, does not go amiss. This is 

what our Director of Music received recently when 
he attended an international conducting course in 
Manchester, United Kingdom. Tagged on the end of 
my travel to allipoli, I underwent a musical revamp 
with some of the best in the business over a weekend 
at the Royal Northern College of Music (RNCM , one of 

ngland’s most prestigious Music Universities. It was 
an intense and intensive revitaliser of the fundamental 
role of the DOM, that of conducting. I was exposed to 
instruction and criticism from International conductors, 
and peer mentoring from some of the 40 workshop 
attendees who came from all over the globe. It was a 
real thrill to be part of. The course is held annually and 
during the three days I conducted the ind nsemble, 
Orchestra and even some Opera with the talented 
singers from the RNCM. This was an inspiring dose of 
professional development for me and furthered my 
ability and knowledge of conducting, as well as giving 
me ideas and techniques for rehearsal and performance 
motivation and processes. In other words .I’ve had my 
vitals checked and new parts installed and hopefully will 
be operating better than ever!         
         
         Article written by LTCDR Owen Clarke

Manchester 
Refresher
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Official Partner

What do you get when you combine 
Aotearoa’s very own sorrrrrrcerrrrrress of soul, a motley crew of 
New ealand rock royalty, an acclaimed producer, and 
your humble Navy band  
   Probably one heck of a party’ you may be thinking, and 
I will neither confirm nor deny your inclination. hat I 
mean to allude to, however, is the opportunity presented 
to the band in late 22201 , to record the official anthem for 
New ealand’s 22201  Olympic campaign. And while we 
generally arrrrrre a humble bunch, (though there are three or 
four of us who like to blow their own trumpets  sorry , 
I’m sure you will forgive us for taking a great pride in our 
involvement in this exciting part of our country’s history.  
   In mid-201  LTCDR Clarke was contacted by Mike 
Chunn, widely revered as a founding member of 
Split nz and e ually admired for his untiring efforts 
spearheading creative education initiatives, such as 
the Play it Strange’ secondary-school song writing 
competition. Mike had taken on the role of musical 
director for the 22222201  Olympic campaign, and he had 
big ideas. With multi-platinum selling songstress Hollie 
Smith on-board as the voice of the Olympic single, 
Mike was still short two vital ingredients, firstly a song 
that represented New ealand, secondly a band that 
represented New ealand. 
   iven our nation’s rich rock n’ roll legacy, finding the 
perfect song to capture the hearts of the population was 
the easy part. The Netherworld Dancing Toys’ 1 8  hit 
single’ Forrrrrr Today  ticked all the boxes, an up-beat kiwi 
anthem, with the power to convey a sense of nostalgic 
pride, as well as arouse a ferrrrrrvor for our nation’s bright 
future.  
   Unfortunately finding a band that not only met 
the musical criteria, but also embodied the ideals of 
patriotism, integrity and vigorrrrrr that are the core of 
the Olympic spirit, was a much taller order. To find a 
band who could do all this and appear ruggedly and 
effortlessly handsome in the process  Almost unhearrrrrrd 
of enter the Navy bandies (did I mention the humility .
   So with the wheels well in motion the band was off 
to New ealand’s pre-eminent recording facility-Yorrrrrrk 
Street studios, to meet with producer Stephen Small. 
Stephen’s accomplishments are numerous: a music Phd. 
graduate, the head of Auckland University’s popularrrrrr 
music program and an accomplished performer in 
his own right who can regularly be found touring and 
recording with artists such as Opshop and Autozamm. 
Most musicians will readily admit that the recording 
process is an arduous one at the best of times  relaxation 

can quickly be replaced by tentativeness and second-
guessing. A good producer can effectively communicate 
their musical vision, whilst putting you in the best 
possible mindset to deliver the goods, and when 
working with Stephen, you uickly realize why he is 
York Street’s go to guy. Stephen was able to steer us in 
a very specific musical direction, while simultaneously 
encouraging our own initiative and creativity. So several 
hours, three broken guitar strings and a dozen or so 
trim soy lattes later we had a dynamic and energized 
foundation over which Hollie could weave her sultry 
magic. 
   A few weeks later we met with campaign officials to 
celebrate the launch of the single, and it was a thrill 
to hear how great the track had turned out, as well as 
getting to view the accompanying video clip, featuring 
a pride invoking montage of some of our great Olympic 
athletes interspersed with a series of shots of bandies of 
a slightly more uestionable athletic ilk
   The relationship between the RN N Band and the 
201  Olympic committee will continue right up until 
the games, with several re-recordings of the single in 
the pipeline, which will feature a variety of prestigious 
New ealand musicians. Also a series of high profile 
promotional performances are planned, so it looks to 
be an exciting couple of years for us. I will finish by 
saying that we are truly honored to be a part of such a 
momentous undertaking, and finally if you feel as if your 
day has been devoid of a certain ruggedly handsome 
charm, we are only a YOUTUB  link away: 
https: www.youtube.com watch v 0rFbne-A eY  

          Article by AMUS Joseph Anderson 

Top - AMUS Moses Sulusi
Bottom - LTCDR Clarke  horn section

Official Partner
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Having joined the RN N Band 
straight out of civvie street, it 

took a long while to come to grasps 
with military life. Being thrown into 
a uniform without knowing how to 
polish boots, or what an officer is (let 
alone how to salute , is very daunting. 
Insert the Leading Rates Common 
Promotion Course (LRCPC , and you 
have two very nervous bandies! 
 This promotion course was run 
over four weeks in April/May and 
covered a variety of leadership 
aspects. To graduate you must 
be able to; command a platoon 
around the parade ground without 
marching them into a wall or off a 
cliff, understand and enforce order 
and regularity within the Defence 
Force by maintaining discipline and 
good order, lead a group to complete 
tasks successfully at the Tamaki 
Leadership Centre in hangaparaoa, 
and collaborate information to write 
informative minutes. 
   AMUS Clark and myself were very 
lucky to have a fantastic team of Able 
Rates on our course. The branches 
represented ranged from musicians 
to chefs, divers, medics, electronic 
technicians, marine technicians, 
communicators, and even a reservist. 
We each had our own strengths 
which we contributed to the team, 
and because of this (aside from the 
two we lost in the first week due to 
fitness re uirements , we had a 100  
pass rate.
   We learnt many things on this course 
and are looking forward to putting 
our new leadership skills to good use. 
I am honoured to have gained Dux of 
the course, and considering the high 
standard must say I am very proud of 
myself.

          AMUS Megan McFarlane

Top - AMUS McFarlane receives her dux 
award from CO Philomel, CAPT Corina Bruce

In September, 201  the band had 
the pleasure of performing a 

lunchtime concert at the Auckland 
University Music Theatre. Highlights 
of the concert included Frank 
Tichelli’s Blue Shades and ershwin’s 
ever-popular Rhapsody in Blue 
in which we were joined by the 
talented pianist Stephen de Pledge. 
The concert was a fantastic event in 

a great venue, and was fortunately 
recorded for posterity by Radio New 

ealand who have since broadcast 
the concert and had it available on 
their website.
   The RN N Band’s next Auckland 
University lunchtime concert is on 
the 2 th of July at 1:00pm.

Six members of the Royal New 
ealand Navy Band have been 

selected to represent New ealand 
as members of the 2014 National 
Brass Band of New Zealand, which 
will perform throughout China and 
South Korea in September. The six 
members are LMUS Michael Asthon 
on Trombone, AMUS Colin Clark 
on Soprano Cornet, AMUS Jessica 
Hix on Percussion, AMUS Fraser 
Robertson on flat Bass, CPOMUS 
Michael Tan on percussion and 
AMUS Matthew Stein on Cornet. 
   The 2014 National Band will meet 
in Auckland on 28th August to 
commence rehearsals for a Farewell 
Concert that will take place at 
Auckland Girls Grammar School on 
the 1st of September.  
   The Band departs Auckland on the 
2nd of September for concerts in 

Jinan, the Capital of the Shandong 
province in astern China, Deshou 
and Xuzhou.  
   Following the time in China the 
Band will travel to South Korea for 
the second leg of the Tour.  
   Along with AMUS Tom Chester 
(French Horn , Matt Stein has also 
been invited to join this years New 
Zealand National Youth Orchestra.
   The Orchestra met between the 
14th and 1 th of July, and under the 
baton of Alexander Shelley played a 
programme including Strauss’ Don 
Juan and Also Sprach Zarathustra.
   Concerts were held in Wellington 
and Auckland on the  18 and 1 th of 
July.
   Congratulations to all concerned. 

         AMUS Fraser Robertson

LMUS Michael Ashton

AUCKLAND UNIVERSITY 
LUNCHTIME CONCERT        

BAND MEMBERS INVITED 
TO JOIN NATIONAL 

ENSEMBLES
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DEPARTING & 
NEW BAND MEMBERS

Welcome 

AMUS Seleni Sulusi
Percussion 

Leni began as career as a 
percussionist in N  National 

Youth Brass Bands including touring 
the United Kingdom in 200 . He 
then joined STRIK  percussion 
ensemble as a player and composer 
as well as being a drum and 
percussion teacher in Auckland 
schools. 
   Leni has worked with the Auckland 
Philharmonia Orchestra, the 
Wellington Orchestra and has 
collaborated with several N  music 
celebrities such as Kora, arren 
Maxwell and Rhombus. He has 
been principal percussionist for the 
Dalewool Auckland Brass, where he 
is a feature soloist on Dalewool’s CD 
Variation.
Leni also took time to start a 
Bachelor of Jazz degree at the New 

ealand School of Music in 200  
while still working with Strike, and 
then did a year of Jazz studies at 
University of Auckland in 2010.
   His compositions include works 
for STRIK , E Pa Pa for Elena and the 
Wellington Orchestra and Drumflip 
which is showcased in Strikes 
successful show Elemental. 
   His other passions include rugby 
league and touch rugby where he 
has represented his region, Navy, 
New ealand Defence Force and 
is currently playing top club level 
rugby league in Auckland’s Fox 
Memorial tournament. His highest 
achievement in rugby league was 
when he played for the Auckland 
Vulcans (Vodafone Warriors reserve 
team  in 2012.

Article by 
ACPOMUS Chris Lawrence

Thank You

AMUS Oliver Furneaux
Trumpet

AMUS Oliver Furneaux re-joined 
the Navy Band in November 

2012 and uickly felt at ease. (Olly 
had previously been in the band 
circa 200 . His abilities both as a 
classically trained trumpet player 
and an enthusiastic jazz soloist 
made his skills very useful. Olly 
was selected for 2 major overseas 
bugling engagements. He travelled 
with the Navy Band Brass uintet 
to Turkey for the 8th Anniversary 
of the allipoli (AN AC Day  
commemorations and also travelled 
to South Korea to bugle for the 0th 
anniversary of the armistice signing 
between North and South Korea.
Always a nice guy and happy to lend 
a hand (or computer advice) Olly 
will be missed for his playing but 
also for his quick wit and dry sense 
of humour.
Olly left us in February after being 
head hunted by his new employer 
and accepting a very good job in IT. 

 
 

 
 

  
     
      
         

AMUS Matthew Stein
Trumpet

Matt joined the RN N band in 
January 2014. A born and bred 

ellingtonian, he holds a Bachelor 
of Music in performance trumpet 
from the New ealand School of 
Music and has worked with some of 
the top orchestras and brass bands 
in the country, including the N SO.          
   While in Wellington Matt spent 
six    years as a territorial with the 
RN AF band during which LTCDR 
Clarke was Director of Music. 

rowing up in the Salvation Army, 
Matt was taught the cornet at a 
young age by his father. He went on 
to conduct and perform as a soloist 
with a number of Salvation Army 
bands, including a three year stint as 
bandmaster of the Wellington South 
Band. 
   Matt is currently the principal 
cornet of the 2014 national 
champion ellington Brass Band, 
is a member of the current National 
Brass Band of New ealand, and 
has recently been appointed the 
principal trumpet of the N SO 
National Youth Orchestra. Matt 
enjoys playing video games and 
trying to keep fit. He also recently 
won the Cornet championship 
solo contest at the N  Brass Band 
contest, a great 
achievement.



February 19 – 22 2015

ART DECO WEEKEND
Napier

Tue 11 November

REMEMBRANCE CONCERT
7:00pm
Holy Trinity Cathedral, Parnell

Fri 25 July 

University of Auckland 
Lunchtime Concert Series
1:00pm
Uni of Auckland Concert 
Chamber

calendar of

Mon 15 September
 
MORNING MELODIES 
11:00am
Bruce Mason Centre, Takapuna

February 2-7 2015
 
175th WAITANGI CELEBRATIONS
Kerikeri / Paihia / Waitangi

April 25 2015

ANZAC DAY 
100th ANNIVERSARY 

Fri 28 November

LIVE@theVIC
12:05pm
The Victoria Theatre,
Devonport

Sun 31 August

IMMS MASSED BANDS CONCERT
2:30pm
Bruce Mason Centre, Takapuna

Sat 27 September

WELLINGTON CONCERT @ 
OLD ST PAULS 
7:00pm
Old St Pauls, Wellington

Fri 14 November

BIG BAND CONCERT 
7:00pm
The Victoria Theatre,
Devonport

Fri 19 September

LIVE@theVIC  
12:05pm
The Victoria Theatre,
Devonport

Mon 4 – Sun 10 August

NORTHLAND TOUR
Aug 5  Kerikeri, 7:00pm
Turner Centre

Aug 6 Kaikohe, midday 
War Memorial Hall

Aug 7 Dargaville, 7:00pm 
Town Hall

Aug 8 Kaitaia, 7:00pm 
Te Ahu Community Centre

Aug 9 Whangarei, 7:00pm 
Forum North

Fri 26 September

TAUPO CONCERT
The Great Lake Centre, 
7:00pm
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Courage | Commitment | Comradeship

Have you thought about a career in the Navy?

The Royal New Zealand Navy Band recruits percussion, brass 
and woodwind musicians. Make contact today for information 
on vacancies. Realise your potential and excel in a career with a 
difference.

For more information: 
P 09 4455 832 
E navy.band@nzdf.mil.nz 
W www.navy.mil.nz/ayn/band Official Partner




