
Old Ranks New Rank Description

Radio, Signalmen, 

Telecommunications, 

Communications Operators, Sig Wren

CWS

As a naval Communications Warfare Specialist, you will provide secure, reliable and effective 

communications using Tactical, Strategic and Information Technology (IT) for the New Zealand Defence 

Force (NZDF) within New Zealand (NZ) and deployments overseas.  Communications Warfare Specialists 

utilise and administer a variety of specialised networks in a secure classified environment which include, 

Satellite, LAN/WAN, Radio Networks and Warfare Manoeuvring (Visual Morse Code by flashing light and 

Tactical flag signalling).

EW, RO(S) EWS

As an Electronic Warfare Specialist (EWS), you are a key component of the ships war fightinAg team. EWS 

primary war fighting role is to identify and defend against Anti-Ship missiles. You will be trained to have 

intimate knowledge of ships, aircraft, and their associated weapons and radars. Additionally, EWS’ provide 

communications support in a war fighting capacity and assist in early warning of potential threats against 

the ship. Electronic Warfare Specialists must be able to gain and maintain a TOP SECRET security clearance 

as your day-to-day work is highly sensitive.   All Electronic Warfare Specialists complete demanding training 

in technical analysis and equipment usage. Their day-to-day tasks are real challenges that offer great 

opportunities for high  achievers.  Electronic Warfare Specialists are able to understand and meet the strict 

security constraints that surround this type of work, and are also able to present information clearly and 

concisely to those in command, giving them an overall picture of what is happening from the information 

collected and analysed.

RP, Sonarman CSS

As a Combat System Specialist you will seek, intercept and interpret information from other ships, aircraft 

and submarines within the ship’s area of operations and provide it to Command.  As a Combat System 

Specialist you will use state of the art sensors and satellite based systems to gather information which will 

allow Command to act – whether to intercept pirates or drug smugglers, check fishing boats for quota 

compliance, conduct a search and rescue, hunt terrorists and weapons smugglers or let the whale pass by.



Gunner SCS

Seaman Combat Specialists are the experts in the control and conduct of all seamanship operations, 

gunnery tasks, boardings of other vessels and force protection (ships security). They conduct all aspects of 

ship’s cleanliness and upper deck maintenance. As a Seaman Combat Specialist your role is mentally and 

physically demanding, whether driving the Navy RHIBs (Rigid Hull Inflatable Boats), undertaking fire 

fighting exercises, searching boats for illegal cargo, conducting refuellings at sea and all small arm weapon 

drills and training. Seaman Combat Specialists are also responsible for all parade and ceremonial duties as 

well as seamanship training.

Sick Bay Assistant, Medical Assistant MEDIC

Medics are responsible for the comprehensive medical care of all naval personnel both ashore and at sea. 

You will perform a variety of duties including treating sick and injured personnel, immunisations, out-

patient clinics, training new medics and other sailors, ensuring the Ship’s Company has regular health 

checks and maintaining health records.

Weapon Mech, Radio Mech, 

Electrician, Ordinance Articifers
ET

One of the key differences between the Navy’s warships and a commercial ship is the advanced weapons, 

communications and sensor systems onboard. You are the ship’s electronic experts and given the 

importance of electronic technology onboard, you will make a vital contribution towards ensuring that the 

ship is ready to complete operations and provide a ‘fight’ capability.  You will help to maintain an extensive 

range of cutting edge, technologically advanced systems.  You will join the Navy as a general Electronic 

Technician, whereby you will gain an understanding of the ship’s weapon, communications, and sensor 

systems, before deciding on your specialisation as an ‘Electronic’ or ‘Weapon’ Technician.  Your 

categorisation as ‘Electronic’ or ‘Weapon’ Technician will be determined towards the end of your initial 

technical training course.   As an Electronic Technician, your work will involve testing, maintaining and 

repairing the ship’s electronic equipment, which may include: the command and control system, data and 

satellite communication systems, information systems (including networks), Closed Circuit Television 

(CCTV), radar, sonar and navigation equipment.  As a Weapon Technician you will be responsible for the 

testing, maintenance and repair of the ship’s arsenal of modern and accurate weaponry, which may 

include: small arms, 50cal machine guns, torpedoes, surface to air missiles, Phalanx close in weapons 

system, 25mm Bushmaster, the Typhoon/Mini Typhoon and the ANZAC Frigate’s 5 inch gun.



Stoker, Marine Engineer, Mech MT

Marine Technicians are responsible for the operation and maintenance of the ship’s engines, as well as 

additional equipment and systems that contribute toward the ship's ability to 'float and move'. As a Marine 

Technician you are trained to be an expert in the field, making a major contribution towards ensuring the 

ship is always ready to sail at a moments notice. Without you, the ship doesn’t sail!  As modern warships 

contain more sophisticated technology and a greater range of equipment than a jet aircraft you will 

operate and maintain a wide range of equipment including: diesel engines, gas turbines (jet engines), 

electrical power generation, power distribution systems, remote control and monitoring of machinery (via 

an IP network known as an ‘Integrated Platform Management System’), hydraulic and pneumatic systems, 

refrigeration and air conditioning plants, sewage treatment plants, desalination equipment (making fresh 

water from sea water), liquid storage, hull and internal fittings.  To best deal with the wide range of 

machinery and equipment onboard the ships, after your Basic Technician Course, you will be streamed in 

one of two specialisations; electrical or propulsion according to your interests, skills and the requirements 

of the service. Once streamed you will complete a short course in your chosen specialisation before being 

posted to sea.

Cooks CHEF

Chefs are responsible for the whole range of Navy's catering requirements from cooking three to four 

meals a day for hungry ships’ companies, to catering for official functions including cocktail parties, formal 

dinners, buffets, morning and afternoon teas, and many high profile international and diplomatic 

functions. A chef is expected to cook for anyone from the most junior sailor, to Presidents and members of 

the Royal Family.  You could be preparing a cocktail party to be held by the Commanding Officer while in a 

foreign country or preparing a high carbohydrate meal  for a new recruit involved in intense physical 

training. You will prepare meals at sea and ashore and may even cook 'in the field' on peacekeeping 

operations overseas.  Your career will start with initial and specialist training before posting to a shore 

based galley to practice your new skills.  Further postings will see you serving at sea and ashore with 

further training and courses available to help with your career development and progression. Those that 

make the grade are able to sit for written examinations for the City and Guilds of London Institute.



Writers OA

Operational Administrators are part of the Support Branch of the Navy. As an Operational Administrator, 

you will provide high quality administrative and payroll support to ships at sea and serving personnel. You 

will also provide support in office administration functions such as customer service, document 

management and personnel management procedures.  Your role will principally be undertaken at sea 

onboard ships where you will also perform non-administrative tasks as part of the ship's company, and 

ashore in Devonport Naval Base. Most Operational Administrators also complete at least one period of 

peacekeeping overseas. The Operatonal Administrator role will suit you if you want a career in 

administraion that is balanced with getting out of the office and doing other varied and exciting things.

Stores Assistants SA

Stores Accountants in the Navy provide logistical support to ships at sea, and are an essential link in the 

efficient supply chain between ships and shore.  You are responsible for ordering and providing equipment 

and stores, such as ship parts, clothing, medical supplies, armament and general stores. Stores Accountant 

enjoy a balance of service at sea, as part of a deployed force overseas and ashore in Naval establishments 

in New Zealand.  The initial parts of your career are spent ashore in the Naval Supply Depot in Devonport 

Naval Base with short duration postings to ships to gain experience and consolidate. These can be 

supplemented with short term postings to other locations in New Zealand as well overseas experiences 

with Defence Force deployed forces and exchanges with other Navies.  In addition, whilst serving on a ship, 

you will take part in various functions as part of the ship’s communal effort. This can be as varied as 

carrying out damage control activities, being part of a boarding team, general seamanship activities, 

domestic cleanliness duties, storing, and ammunition handling – just to name a few.  As you gain 

experience and rank, there will be further opportunities to post back to sea for supervisory positions in the 

Stores Accountant role.

Divers, PTIm Stewards No Change

No Change


