JACK’S WAR

1941 - 1946

INTRODUCTION
The following is a brief account of Jack Raymond Francis’ time in the New Zealand military
forces during the Second World War of 1939 – 1945, along with Jack’s service records. On
their own, the service records contain only basic information, and also have the odd cryptic
military abbreviation. This account expands on the information provided in Jack’s records, and
describes his time in the NZ Army & Navy, and the vessels in which he sailed. When examining
Jack’s service records it was sometimes difficult to decipher the old fashioned handwriting, and
in some cases reading the records was difficult due to the somewhat poor quality (this is to be
expected, however, due to their age). Hopefully any misinterpretations are minimal.
On the special occasion of your 90th Birthday, this story is for you Jack.

JACK JOINS THE ARMY
Jack signed the ‘Attestation for Service in Time of War, Within & Beyond New Zealand’ form
(the Oath) at Thames on the 17th of April 1941. At the time he was living in Whitianga and
working as a Cadet at the Whitianga Post & Telegraph Office. On the 2 nd of June 1941 he
joined the NZ Army 9th Field Ambulance Unit with the rank of Private, and entered the
Reinforcement Camp in Cambridge. Jack was 19 years 8 months old at the time. After almost
10 months of service in the 9th Field Ambulance Unit, Jack left the army at Paeroa on the 26 th of
March 1942 as he was transferring to the newly formed Royal New Zealand Navy (prior to the
1st of October 1941 the NZ Navy was a division of the British Royal Navy).

A young Jack in action as a Cadet for the Post
& Telegraph Office.
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TRANSFER TO THE NAVY
On the 18th of June 1942 Jack joined the Royal New Zealand Navy (RNZN), and was sworn in
at HMNZS Philomel (the Devonport Naval Base). He signed on “for the duration of hostilities &
six months thereafter”, and was granted the rating of Ordinary Telegraphist. Between June and
October 1942 Jack was based at HMNZS Tamaki.

HMNZS Tamaki was a navy training establishment on Motuihe Island in the Hauraki Gulf, and
was set up as the wartime demands for increased training could not be solely carried out by the
base at Devonport. On the 11th of December 1940 the Navy received Cabinet approval to
occupy the old disused Auckland quarantine station at Motuihe Island, and the station was
commissioned as HMS Tamaki on the 14th of January 1941, and became HMNZS Tamaki on
October 1st 1941 when the Royal New Zealand Navy was formed.

For over 22 years all new ratings in the navy passed through the doors of HMNZS Tamaki.
When the navy took over the island, there were some very old buildings dating from the 1890’s.
These were refurbished, and new buildings were erected to cope with the influx of large
numbers during the years of the Second World War. During this time, not only were personnel
from the Royal New Zealand Navy trained there, but also men from the Royal Navy. In August
1963 the Royal New Zealand Navy transferred HMNZS Tamaki to an army site on Takapuna
Head.

During the period between October 15th 1942 and January 15th 1943, Jack was based at
Devonport at HMNZS Philomel, before being “loaned” to HMNZS Tamaki until February the 5 th.
From February 1943 until March 1944 Jack was based at HMNZS Philomel. During this time he
was promoted from Ordinary Telegraphist to Telegraphist. On the 20 th of October 1943 Jack
joined the crew of the Class “B” Fairmile motor launch Q411 (ML411) which had just been
launched the previous month. After four months of patrol and training in the Hauraki Gulf, Jack
was deployed to the Solomon Islands in March 1944 onboard Q411, just a few months after he
had married Beryl Weeber.
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Jack & Beryl on their wedding day, the 20th of January 1944.

THE FAIRMILES & THE SOLOMON ISLANDS
The Royal New Zealand Navy Class “B” Fairmiles
On the 4th of April 1941 the British War Cabinet approved a proposal for a striking force of antisubmarine patrol motorboats (submarine chasers), six at Auckland, four at Wellington, and two
at Lyttelton. Drawings and specifications of the Fairmile anti-submarine motorboat developed
by Fairmile Marine were sent from England, and it was agreed that these craft could be built in
New Zealand providing the engines, ordnance and some prefabricated components came from
England.
The Class “B” Fairmiles were 112 feet (34m) long, displaced 85 tons and had a crew of 16 men.
The original design came from the drawing board of an Admiralty Naval Architect during WWII.
Several hundred boats were built throughout the dominions and colonies. Twin 12-cylinder
petrol engines generated 630 hp (470 kW) on each of two shafts for a speed of 20 knots
(37km/h).

Armament consisted of a Rolls-Royce Mark XIV 2 pounder gun on a mounting

forward of the bridge, and two twin Lewis 0.303 inch machine guns, later replaced by Vickers
guns. A 20mm Oerlikon and 12 depth charges were carried on the after deck. A Holman
Projector and a "Y" gun completed the fit. They were fitted with ASDIC (sonar), and were found
to be very seaworthy and highly manoeuvrable.
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The orders were distributed among four firms in St Mary’s Bay, Auckland. The estimated cost of
each vessel was £35,000, making a total of £420,000 for the twelve.

Construction delays

occurred due to delays in the delivery of prefabricated components, the difficulty in getting
supplies of first-class kauri timber and a serious shortage of skilled labour.

They were built with double diagonal kauri planking over kauri stringers on plywood frames and
bulkheads.

Frames and bulkheads were supplied in kitset form from the Fairmile Marine

Company in England. Keels were of kauri and stem and stern posts were of pohutukawa.
Below the waterline, the hulls were sheathed with copper or muntz metal as a protection against
worm attack. They were built during 1942 – 1943, and were assigned build numbers ML400 –
ML411, but were launched as Q400 – Q411.

The first boat, Q403 was launched on the 29 th of September 1942 and commissioned on the
21st of October 1942. Thereafter the completed boats were delivered at short intervals. The
last of the series, Q411 (the Fairmile Jack served on), was laid down in November 1942 and
was launched on the 2nd of September 1943.

The Royal New Zealand Navy (RNZN)

recommissioned the 12 Class “B” Fairmiles on the 20 th of December 1943, and assigned the
pennant numbers Q400 through to Q411.

The boats were not initially named, and were

identified only through their pennant numbers.

Fairmile Q411 in 1944. Jack is possibly one of the crew in this photograph.
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RNZN Fairmiles In The Solomon Islands
Initial deployment of the Fairmiles had six boats in Auckland, four in Wellington and two at
Lyttelton. As the war in the Pacific progressed, it became clear that there was little likelihood of
a Japanese submarine threat in NZ waters, although two submarines of the Japanese Navy had
visited the area previously.

On the 14th of January 1944 Admiral Halsey, Commander South Pacific Area, informed the New
Zealand Naval Board that the “current employment of Japanese submarines and estimates of
their future employment indicate immunity from the submarine menace in New Zealand waters”.
He proposed, therefore, that the New Zealand Fairmile motor launches should be employed on
anti-submarine patrols and other ‘defence jobs’ in the Solomon Islands, relieving American
destroyers and patrol vessels for duty elsewhere. This was approved by War Cabinet on the
25th of January 1944.

Accordingly, the twelve Fairmiles were refitted for service in tropical waters and organised as
the 80th and 81st Motor Launch Flotillas. The 80th Flotilla consisted of ML’s 401 to 406, and the
81st Flotilla of ML’s 400 and 407 to 411 (Jack’s boat).

Both flotillas were escorted from
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Auckland by way of Norfolk Island to Noumea, with the 80 arriving at Guadalcanal on the 5th of
March 1944 and the 81st at the Russell Islands on the 25th of March 1944.

A forward base known as HMNZS Cook II had been established in February 1943 at Espiritu
Santo (the largest island in the nation of Vanuatu) to handle pay accounts, mail, and other
administration for the 25th Minesweeping Flotilla. The staff and equipment of the base were
transferred to Tulagi (a small island, 5.5km by 1km, in the Solomon Islands) in September 1943.
On arrival in the Solomon Islands Jack was based at the HMNZS Cook II Shore Establishment
on Tulagi Island for the first month. The base was then shifted to Renard Sound in the Russell
Islands (located approximately 48km northwest from Guadalcanal) and renamed Kahu. For
accounting and administrative purposes, ML400 was commissioned on the 1st of April 1944 as
HMNZS Kahu. Jack was based in the Solomon Islands at Kahu until the 20 th of October 1944,
exactly one year since he joined ML411.

During their deployment in the Solomon Islands, the Fairmiles were under control of US Navy
COMSOPAC (Commander South Pacific). During the first six months of their service in the
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Solomons, each of the twelve Fairmiles averaged about 3,000 miles (4,800km) a month on antisubmarine patrols and escort duties, and in less than eighteen months they logged a total of
380,000 miles (612,000km). In August 1944 several of the launches went as far north as
Torokina (a coastal village on the western coast of the island of Bougainville, Papua New
Guinea), and the Green Islands (a small group of islands in Papua New Guinea about 200km
east of Rabaul on New Britain and about 200km northwest of Bougainville), and later ML402
was employed on escort duty to Emirau Island in the Bismarck Archipelago. They also helped
in setting up and maintaining Coast Watch Stations on remote islands. The Fairmile motor
launch flotillas had no encounters with Japanese forces.

In July 1945 HMNZS Arabis and HMNZS Tui escorted the Fairmiles in two sections back to
Auckland (in January 1945 the two flotillas of Fairmiles were amalgamated as the 80th Motor
Launch Flotilla). The 25th Minesweeping Flotilla and the Fairmile motor launches had well
earned Admiral Halsey's tribute that the “alert and courageous actions of the crews of these
gallant little ships merit the highest praise”.

RNZN Fairmiles Post War
All the Fairmiles returned to Auckland in July 1945 and were laid up in the reserve fleet. In
1946 – 47 all but Q411 (Jack’s boat) were sold to private buyers who used them for passenger
and/or cargo service or as pleasure craft. Q411 was sold in 1965. Q409 was repurchased by
the navy in 1953 and resold in 1963 to become the Auckland-Waiheke ferry Iris Moana. Two
other former Fairmiles were renamed the Ngaroma and the Colville, and were used as the main
ferries between Auckland and Great Barrier Island. They were skippered by Len Sowerby and
his son Lester.

The Navy brought Jack’s Fairmile, Q411, back into service in 1947 under the pennant number
P3571 and named it HMNZS Kahu I (after a Maori chief who had a connection with Motuihe
Island). Kahu I became a “Tamaki Tram,” providing ferry services from the Devonport Naval
Base to the Navy training establishment HMNZS Tamaki, when it was located on Motuihe
Island.

As the Tamaki liberty boat, the Kahu I had a capacity in fine weather for 250

passengers. Following the closure of the training establishment at Motuihe and the subsequent
move to Fort Cautley at Narrow Neck, there was no further requirement to retain HMNZS
Kahu I.
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Fairmile Q411 after the war, now HMNZS Kahu I with her new pennant number of P3571.

She was decommissioned in 1965 and sold into private ownership, and the name reverted to
“Kahu”. She was owned and operated by North Shore Ferries for a while and then later spent
some time laid up at Bailey’s Shipyard at St Mary's Bay, where she gradually came to be in a
somewhat derelict condition. She was subsequently bought by a private buyer in 1982 for
conversion to a pleasure boat. Kahu spent some time on a mooring in the Tamaki River while
undergoing further conversion work.

She has had several owners since her time on the Tamaki River and coming to the present
mooring at Greenhithe. Since arriving at Greenhithe, Kahu has led an interesting life. She has
been graffitied and has dragged the mooring in heavy weather, coming to rest on the mudflat
below Remu Road. Kahu underwent extensive restoration and modification works to its current
condition through out 1998. As at the time of writing (September 2011), the Kahu (motorless) is
for sale on TradeMe for $80,000 (reasonable offers considered).
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Jack’s old Fairmile, Q411, in 2007 moored at its current location at Greenhithe.

Q411, now the Kahu, in September 2011.
View is from the Upper Harbour Bridge at Greenhithe.
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RNZN HARBOUR DEFENCE MOTOR LAUNCHES
Upon arriving back in New Zealand from the Solomon Islands in October 1944, Jack was based
at Devonport until June 1945. From December 1944 he was part of the crew of a small Harbour
Defence Motor Launch, ML1193 (Q1193). From the 20th of June 1945 until the 9th of November
1945 ML1193 was based in Wellington, with Jack’s base being at the Shore Establishment
HMNZS Cook at Shelly Bay. Background information regarding Jack’s HDML is given below.

Sixteen Harbour Defence Motor Launches (HDML’s) purchased in the United States were
commissioned between March 1943 and March 1944. The launches were 72 feet (22m) long,
displaced 54 tons and had a crew of 10 men. Twin Diesels generated 270 hp (200 kW) on each
of two shafts for a speed of 12 knots (22km/h). They were armed with one 20mm Oerlikon,
three Vickers K machine guns and six depth charges.

They operated as the 124th and 125th Motor Launch Flotillas, based in Auckland and Wellington
respectively. They maintained anti-submarine patrols inside indicator loops (cables on the sea
floor that could detect vessels passing over them). Although they were not tested by enemy
action, the anti-submarine fixed defences at Wellington and Auckland attained a high degree of
efficiency.

After the war, twelve HDML’s were retained by the Navy, three were sold and one was
transferred to the Army. The remaining boats were refitted and re-engined with Foden diesels.
These were subsequently used as fishery protection, survey and reserve training boats. All
remaining boats were named and given new pennant numbers in 1950.

After the war Jack’s launch was given the Seaward Defence Motor Launch (SDML) or “P”
number of P3555, and renamed Tamure. She formed part of the inshore Fisheries Patrol fleet
after WWII, prior to being sold into private ownership. As at the time of writing (September
2011), the Tamure is moored just upstream from the Upper Harbour Bridge at Greenhithe,
behind Jack’s other boat, the Kahu.
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Jack’s HDML, Q1193, now the Tamure (P3555) around 1955.

The Tamure (P3555).
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Jack’s old HDML, Q1193 (now the Tamure) in 2008.

The Tamure in September 2011, as seen from the Upper Harbour Bridge at Greenhithe.
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Jack’s old navy vessels as seen from the Upper Harbour Bridge at Greenhithe in
September 2011. The Fairmile Kahu, Q411 (P3571) is in the lower half of the photo, and
the Harbour Defence Motor Launch Tamure, Q1193 (P3555) is indicated by the arrow at
the top of the photo.

JACK’S FINAL ASSIGNMENT
During his final four months in the navy, Jack was still based at HMNZS Cook in Wellington, but
was stationed in Waiouru. The Royal New Zealand Navy's Waiouru W/T Station (wireless
telegraphy – radio) was commissioned in July 1943. At the peak period of the war it was staffed
by about 150 personnel, of whom more than eighty were women. Tens of thousands of code
groups were handled each day, mostly for the British Pacific Fleet in Japanese waters. A dozen
or more circuits were manned simultaneously, and teleprinter land lines fed the signals to the
Navy Office. In 1951 it was designated HMNZS Irirangi. It is now manned only by a small
contingent of Naval maintenance staff. Jack was discharged from the Navy on the 4 th of March
1946, six months after the end of the Second World War. He was 24 years 5 months old at the
time, having given almost 5 years of his life to serving his country.
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SERVICE MEDALS AWARDED
Jack was awarded four service medals for his time in the New Zealand Army and Navy. He
claimed these medals in 1950.

The 1939 – 1945 Star
The 1939 – 1945 Star is the first in a series of eight
campaign stars instituted in 1945 to recognise service in
the Second World War. It was awarded for six months
service in specified operational areas.

Those whose

service was shortened by death, injury or capture or who
were awarded a decoration or mention in despatches
also qualified for the medal.
The 1939 – 1945 Star was issued unengraved to New
Zealand service persons, as were other Second World
War New Zealand service campaign medals. The same
no engraving policy was applied by other British
Commonwealth countries, except for Australia and South
Africa.
The ribbon has three equal vertical stripes of dark blue,
red and light blue. The dark blue stripe symbolises the
service of the Navy and the Merchant Navy, the red
stripe symbolises the service of the Army, and the light
blue stripe symbolises the service of the Air Force. One
clasp, ‘Battle of Britain', was awarded for aircrew who
saw service during the Battle of Britain in 1940.
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The Pacific Star
The Pacific Star was awarded for operational service in the Pacific between the 8th of December
1941 and the 2nd of September 1945. This medal was also awarded for certain specified
service in China, Hong Kong, Malaya and Sumatra.
The centre of the ribbon is dark green (symbolising the jungle), with a central yellow stripe
(symbolising the beaches). On the outer edges are wide stripes of red (representing the Army),
with narrow stripes of dark blue and light blue (representing the Navy and Air Force) between
the stripes of dark green and red. One clasp, ‘Burma', was awarded for wear on this medal.
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The War Medal 1939 – 1945
This medal was awarded to all fulltime members of the Armed Forces for 28 days service
between the 3rd of September 1939 and the 2nd of September 1945, irrespective of where they
were serving.
The ribbon is the red, white, and blue of the British Union Jack Flag. No clasps or bars were
issued for this medal.

Front of Medal

Back of Medal
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The New Zealand War Service Medal
The New Zealand War Service Medal was awarded for 28 days full time service, or six months
part time service in any of the New Zealand Armed Forces, the Reserve or Home Guard
between the 3rd of September 1939 and the 2nd of September 1945. This medal was the first
distinctively ‘New Zealand' war service medal, which was emphasised by the use of the fern leaf
motif on the suspender and the reverse, and the national colours of black and white in the
ribbon. There are no clasps or bars for this medal.

Front of Medal

Back of Medal
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