
 
 
Chairman’s Message 
 
Welcome to our 2012 Newsletter.  
 
I hope this newsletter finds you all well, both in health and spirit and I extend the best wishes of myself and the 
Association Committee to you and your families. 
 
Your committee had a busy start to the year with organising and running the 2012 Reunion.  This event was a great 
success and this was attributable to the great efforts of the committee and support of the many members who attended.  
It was very pleasing to see a good number of association members attending the reunion for the first time and we hope to 
see you all at the next event.  There are a large number of reunion photos posted on the Association Web Page for those 
interested. 
 
It has been decided that the 2015 Reunion will be held in WELLINGTON, dates and venues are still to be decided and the 
basis of a Reunion Sub Committee has already been formed under the lead of Bob Ohlsen.  If you live in the Wellington 
area and have some suggestions for activities etc please email them to me at deecar_roll@vodafone.co.nz and I will pass 
them on to Bob and his team. 
 
The next event on the calendar is the Association AGM. Sadly I have noted a significantly small number of regular 
attendees at the last few AGMs and this is disappointing considering the number of Auckland based members.   If you live 
in the Auckland area or are visiting at the time, please make the effort to attend and catch up with others over a few 
drinks. 
 

RNZN Communicator of the Year (COTY) 

Congratulations to the 2011 Communicator of the Year ACO B.J. McMurtrie.  As the top Dux of all the LCO courses 
completed in 2011 ACO McMurtrie is a well deserving recipient of the Associations COTY award.  He has since been 
promoted to LCO and is currently serving in HMNZS ENDEAVOUR on deployment. 

 
The Association Committee 
 
The Association’s survival relies heavily on the efforts and commitment of the national committee.  For ease of meetings 
and administration the committee is based in Auckland but is well supported by regional representatives who do a 
wonderful job of maintaining interest in the association around the country.  In a previous newsletter I mentioned that the 
current committee has been serving the association for several years with most having done so for 10 - 15 years.   These 
people have given much of their own time and resources towards the ongoing management of the Association especially 
those who have filled executive positions and are richly deserving of our appreciation.  
Despite much encouragement there has been little interest from others to sit on the committee and unfortunately we are 
now in a position where some of these dedicated members are moving away from Auckland or simply wish to take a well 
deserved break from their roles.  We really need to see some fresh faces and ideas amongst the team.   I again encourage 
those living in Auckland to consider stepping up and nominating yourselves for the Committee either in an executive role 
(President, Secretary or Treasurer, Membership Secretary) or standard member of the committee.   
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2012 Annual General Meeting 
 
The 2012 AGM will be held at The Birkenhead RSA 1200-1400 on Saturday 22 September 2012.  The Committee looks 
forward to seeing as many members as possible who can attend.  Remember the AGM provides an opportunity for you to 
have your say on the management and direction of the Association. 
Please advise Barry Jordan on 09 4441485 or email hilander@paradise.net.nz of your intention to attend the AGM or to 
submit your apology.  Also please ensure any remits or committee nominations are proposed and seconded in writing 
(email to Barry Jordan is fine) or mailed to The Secretary by 6 September 2012. 
 

Association Website 
 
The website continues to grow in popularity with a good number of members contributing to the blog by posting actual 
content or simply submitting comments and messages.  Well done to all of you and please keep this up as there is some 
great information being posted and good communication between members.   
There are a few great new features on the Blog including ‘Books written by Sailors’; ‘Lost and Found’ (to register a search 
for old ship mates) and ‘Communicators Websites’ (Some shipmates are doing some interesting things with their own 
websites).  The Branch History and Comms Training Register content also continues to grow.   
Please take the time to visit the blog http://rnzncomms.org and see if you can add to its content, leave a comment on 
other’s postings or simply peruse the content.  For those on Facebook remember also to occasionally visit the association 
Facebook page http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_198189710214617 Username ‘RNZN Communicators 
Assn’ and catch up with other communicators. 
 
A special thanks to those who have already contributed to the Blog.  If you have any suggestions for the Blog Site please 
don’t hesitate to contact Frank, the webmaster at frankandlaurie@gmail.com. 
 

Bouncing Emails 
 
We still have a significant list of bouncing email addresses which are listed on the blog and occasionally emailed out to all.  
If you are in contact with any communicators on this list please advise them to email Frank Rands at 
frankandlaurie@gmail.com with their new contact details. 
 

Update on the South East Asia 1950-2011 
 

The Medallic Recognition Joint Working Group received 68 submissions on service in South-East Asia and after considering 
the submissions, an interim report was submitted to the Minister of Defence in November 2011. 

The Joint Working Group undertook further archival research and expected to submit its final report to the Government in 
August 2012.  No further announcements have been made but any updates will be posted on the Assn Blog. 

The Government's final decision on the recommendations from the Joint Working Group will be widely publicised, 
including in the RSA Review and on the Breaking News page of the NZDF Medals website. 

 
 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support and continued involvement with the Association. 
 
 
 
Yours Aye 
Dave Carroll 
Chairman 
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